Application for Adoption

Name of Applicant 











Name of Tree















Common Name




Scientific Name





Nickname for your Tree

Date of Adoption












Age of Tree            Estimate 





Actual     



*ask a local forester or arborist 

to help determine age

Description: check proper boxes below

LEAVES



BARK



BRANCHES

□
broadleaf


□
smooth



□
alternate

□
needle-like


□
ridged



□
opposite
□
evergreen


□
platey

□
deciduous


□
peely

□
simple



□
knobby

□
compound


□
other


number of leaflets _____

______________________

Diameter of trunk measured at 4 ½ feet above ground ________________ 

4 ½ feet above ground is known as the dbh, or diameter at breast (chest) height.

You can measure the dbh with a Biltmore Stick or by using a flexible tape measure and dividing the distance around the trunk by 3.14. 

Other descriptions about your tree 









My Tree - First Visit

Date 







On my first visit, the weather was 



































· Draw a picture of take a photograph of your tree for your album.
· What is found around your tree?  Can you find some seeds from your tree?  Draw a picture or take a photo of your tree’s seeds.


· Are there any other creatures visiting your tree today (insects, birds, mammals)? 




























My Tree’s Leaves

Trees that are evergreen keep their leaves through the winter.  If a tree is deciduous (dee-sid-you-us), the leaves will lose their green color in the fall and will eventually fall off the tree. 

Is your tree evergreen or deciduous? 









How do you know? 
























Date 









· Pick two leaves from your tree to measure
Leaf 1:





Leaf 2:


The leaf is _______
____
long

The leaf is ___________

 long

The leaf is 



 wide

The leaf is 



 wide

· To find the average length, add the two lengths together and divide by 2.  To find the average width, add the two widths together and divide by 2.

Average Length 




Average Width 




· Do you think your tree leaves will grow any bigger?  Why? 


















My Tree’s Bark

Tree bark is like our skin.  Bark helps protect the inside of the tree from damage caused by insects, animals, and fungus. 

Describe how your tree’s bark looks (texture, color, patterns). 












































How does the bark feel (smooth, rough, stringy, bumpy). 

















 




My Tree’s Seasons

A tree will change as the seasons change.  Describe how your tree changes each season using words, drawings, or photographs.


              Spring







Summer


My Tree’s Seasons

Which tree season is your favorite?  Why? 















































Are animals seen around your tree more often during one of the seasons?  Which season and why (food supply, shelter, nests)?  





































































































My Tree and Me

· Read, or have someone read with you, Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree.  

How do you feel when you are near your tree? 

































What does your tree give you? 




































The boy in The Giving Tree often played with, under, and around his tree.  What is your favorite activity with your tree?  





































MY TREE





MY TREE’S SEEDS





Make a Leaf Print!  


You will need: 1 leaf, an old crayon, sheet of paper





Lay a leaf from your tree on a hard surface, such as a tabletop.  Make sure the bottom of the leaf is facing up.  Cover it with a sheet of non-lined paper, like typing paper.  Peel the paper away from the crayon so you can use the side to color with.  Gently rub the crayon across the paper on top of the leaf.  Where there are ridge in the leaf (the leaf veins), the color will be darker.  





Carefully cut out your leaf print, and glue or tape it in this box.  





If the leaf slips while you are coloring, try this trick.  Use a glue stick to put a couple of spots of glue on the top of the leaf (remember, you need the bottom for the leaf rubbing).  Place your leaf glue side down on a piece of newspaper or a sheet of typing paper.  Place another sheet of paper on top of your leaf.  Now you have a “leaf sandwich”!  Carefully clip the sheets of paper together, lay on a flat surface, and rub away!    





Make a bark rubbing!





You will need:  your tree, a piece of unlined paper (like typing paper), and an old crayon





You will need the side of a crayon, like you used for the leaf rubbings.  Hold a sheet of paper against the bark of the tree.  Gently rub the side of the crayon over the paper.  If the bark is really rough, extra care will need to be taken so the paper does not rip.  





Cut part of the rubbing out, and glue or tape it in this box.





If the paper is moving while you are doing the rubbing, ask a friend to help you hold it in place, or tape it to the tree.    





MY TREE’S BARK





Autumn





Winter





Who else likes my tree?





Draw a picture, or take a photo, of some of the animals you have seen around your tree and place them here.





My Tree and Me!





Draw a picture of you and your tree.  You can also have someone take a picture of you with your tree.  Put these pictures in this box.








