North Carolina State University 

INFORMED CONSENT FORM—STAFF & VOLUNTEERS

Title of Study: 4-H Activities: Staff and Volunteer Views of Youth Experiences and Outcomes
Principal Investigators: Ben Silliman, NCSU




Faculty Sponsor (if applicable)
You are invited to participate in a research study.  The purpose of this study is to learn about youth experiences and outcomes in North Carolina 4-H programs from the perspective of staff and volunteers who work with young people. 4-H staff and volunteers will be involved in this effort through observations of youth and interviews by external observers about the activities, operations, and quality of the 4-H program. Arrangements will be made to cover staff or volunteers’ responsibilities during the interviews.
INFORMATION
4-H staff observations and interviews are part of a larger research project that examines views of youth and adults regarding the youth experience with North Carolina 4-H. Staff and volunteers will facilitate several of the survey, journal, and observation activities with youth. There are no right or wrong answers to any of the questions. We are interested hearing views about 4-H experiences and operations in order to improve 4-H programs.  You may be asked to complete questionnaires and other measures that evaluate your perceptions of youth experiences, and that ask about your personal experiences.   Staff and volunteers will be asked to give their names on observation forms in order to match them to youth responses. However, staff names and data reported on youth will remain anonymous in any reports about our findings. Your participation or non-participation will not influence any future opportunities for or rewards in from 4-H. Our chief goal is to learn how we can improve 4-H programs.

RISKS. Your participation is voluntary. There is no known risk in participating, as you may quit the survey at any time, and this will not affect in any way your continued participation in the activities of this or any other 4-H in your county or at the state level.
BENEFITS. There is no direct benefit to you for your participation. The information from this study will be used to improve the quality of 4-H youth programs, including what is offered and how it is offered.

CONFIDENTIALITY. The information in the study records will be kept strictly confidential.  Data will be stored securely and will be made available only to persons conducting the study unless you specifically give permission in writing to do otherwise.  No reference will be made in oral or written reports that could link you to the study.

COMPENSATION. No compensation is provided for your participation in this discussion group.

CONTACT: If you have questions at any time about the study or the procedures, you may contact the researcher, Dr. Ben Silliman, at 512 Brickhaven Road, NCSU or (919) 515-8485.  If you feel you have not been treated according to the descriptions in this form, or your rights as a participant in research have been violated during the course of this project, you may contact Deb Paxton, Regulatory Compliance Administrator, Box 7514, NCSU Campus (919/515-5414) or Joe Rabiega, IRB Coordinator, Box 7514, NCSU Campus (919/515-7515). 
PARTICIPATION. Your participation in this study is voluntary; you may decline to participate without penalty.  If you decide to participate, you may withdraw from the study at any time without penalty and without loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.  If you withdraw from the study before data collection is completed your data will be returned to you or destroyed.

CONSENT
I have read and understand the above information.  I have received a copy of this form.  I agree to participate in this study.

Staff/volunteer's signature_______________________________
Date _________________

Investigator's signature__________________________________
Date _________________

