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PESTICIDE SAFETY IN THE NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE

I.     Pesticide Storage

Proper pesticide storage protects _________________, _______________, and the ____________________ and prevents damage to the pesticide stored in the container.

1. Store rooms should have a _________ posted on the door designating it as a “pesticide storage area”. This sign is required by NC Law if _______________- use pesticides are stored there.  The sign must include an emergency __________ _______________ (not 911).

2. __________________ for air movement must be included.

3. All pesticides should be kept safe, _________ and locked away from unauthorized people.

4. Shelves should not __________________________ pesticides.  One way to achieve this is to wrap the shelves in plastic.

5. Bags and cartons should be stored on _____________________.

6. Keep herbicides separate from insecticides, fungicides and ______________________.  Use oldest products first.

7. Do not allow ________________________ people into the store room.

8. To prevent fire, don’t store _________________, motor oil or other flammables near pesticides and don’t _____________ in store rooms.

9. Tell your boss about out of date products.

10.  Also, tell your boss about a leaking container.  Meanwhile, put it in a __________________________ or ________________________________ to contain the spill.

11. _______________________, ___________________________, ________________________, ________________________, ______________and ________________ should be kept in the storage room in case of a spill.

12. Don’t store pesticides in empty ______________ or ____________ bottles or in unlabeled containers.

13.
Signal words (Match the signal word with its meaning)

 CAUTION   ___                1. means the product is moderately toxic.

 WARNING  ___                2. means the product is most toxic.

 DANGER    ___                3. means the product is least toxic. 

14.
_________________-use pesticides are used by the most highly trained handlers.

15.
Labels and _____________ provide details about safety and storage.

II. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)

The signal words that will appear on the label are ______________, _______________, and ________________.

1. PPE that should be worn when handling a product with a DANGER signal word might include ___________________, _______________________, ______________________, _____________________, ____________________ and __________________________.    In addition a _____________________ is used when mixing and loading.

2. Federal law requires you to get _________________ approval before using a respirator.  The first time you wear a respirator you must pass a ____________ test.  Each time you put on a respirator, do a fit ___________.

3. PPE that should be worn when handling a product with a WARNING signal word might include __________________ shirt, _________ pants, __________ gloves and boots, ________ protection, and a ___________________.

4. When the pesticide you are using has a CAUTION signal word, wear ________ _______ shirt, _________ pants, ___________ gloves and boots, hat and eye protection.

5. If the material is a granular product or a wettable powder, protect your nose so you do not breathe in the __________.

6. For overhead spraying, besides eye, nose and mouth protection, you should wear a _____________ hat, and ____________ gloves to the sleeves of your coveralls.  Pants should be __________ the boots.

7. At the end of the day, __________ all PPE and allow to air dry for the next day.

III. PREPARING FOR A WORK BREAK

1. Wash off gloves before taking them off; then wash your ___________ (for _____ seconds or more).

2. Dry your hands on a ____________________.

3. Next wash your ______________, __________, __________, and ___________.

4. Keep _________ and ______________ away from areas where pesticides are used or stored.

IV. POISONING AND HEAT STRESS

1. Some of the signs and symptoms of pesticide poisoning are ________________,  ______________________, _________________________________,  ___________________________, and ______________________________. (Name at least 5)

2. Always keep the label and ________ with you in case of an emergency.

3. If a worker has been poisoned with pesticides, he should first wash his _____________ then ___________, __________, and ________.  Next move him away from the place where he was working.

4. If someone has pesticide in their eyes, ______________ or _________________ thoroughly but do not rub the eyes.

5. If someone has pesticide on their skin, ____________ or __________________ with plenty of water.

6. If the symptoms are severe, call ________ (phone #) then call the worker’s boss.

7. Some symptoms of heat stress are _______________________, ____________,  _________________ and ______________. (Name at least 4)

8. If overcome by heat stress, a person should leave the site, take off _______ and cool down.

9. To avoid heat stress, drink plenty of __________, take breaks, and do work that requires PPE early in the morning or early evening.

V. MIXING AND LOADING

1. When loading granules and wettable powers, PPE must prevent breathing __________ or getting it into the eyes.

2. When adding water to a sprayer, do not put the ___________ in the sprayer.

3. Immediately rinse empty pesticide jugs ______ times then pour rinse water into _________________.

4. The quickest way to rinse an empty container is to _______________  ___________.

5. After rinsing containers, ________________ them so they cannot be reused.

6. At the end of the day, add some water to your sprayer and spray _____________________________________ (where?) to clean out your sprayer.

VI. CLEANING UP SPILLS

1. 4 steps (C’s) in cleaning up a spill

________________: Stop the spill – Wear rubber gloves and boots

________________: Keep it from spreading.

________________: You’ll need a shovel, dust pan, plastic buckets or trash bags.

________________: The boss needs to know about all spills.

2. When transporting pesticides have clean-up material like ______________,   

_______________, _____________________________, _______________ and PPE like rubber _______________ and _______________.

3. If a large spill occurs, stay at the site and get ___________ as soon as possible.

VII. TRANSPORTATION

1. Make sure all pesticides and equipment is tightly ______________ in your vehicle.

2. In the event of rain, _____________ the pesticides.

3. The best kind of vehicle to transport pesticides in is a ________________ truck.  If you transport them in a van or station wagon, all ___________________ must be __________.

4. Never carry pesticides in the ____________________ areas of vehicles.

5. When transporting pesticides always have a __________ for every pesticide you have on board.

6. If a spill occurs, practice the 4 ____’s. (Remember the last segment)

VIII. PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY

1. Clean out your family car frequently if you’re using it on the job.

2. Don’t use professional chemicals at _________.

3. Keep _____________ and ___________ away from storage and application sites.

4. Remove outer clothing _____________ entering the house.

5. Keep dirty work clothes ____________________ from family laundry.

6. When washing work clothes, wear __________________ and use ________ water level, ________ water and an extra rinse cycle.

7. Let your washed work clothes dry ______________________________(where?), if possible.

8. Store all pesticides away from _______________.

IX. PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT

1. Lakes, rivers and wells are considered _________________ areas, and you must take extra care when treating around them.

2. To prevent granules from being tracked into the house, remove them with a _______________________________ from driveways and side walks.

3. NEVER pour pesticide onto the ground.

4. Use proper rates of application.

5. FOLLOW THE LABEL!

X. UNSAFE PRACTICES

1. When spraying above your head you should wear ___________________, __________________________, ______________, __________________ and _______________ gloves to your sleeves.

2. To prevent having to deal with leftover pesticide, don’t ___________ more that you need that day.

3. Don’t ever pour pesticide onto the ground. (repetition aids learning!)

4. Do not leave unattended _________________ or __________________ equipment that a child might contact or use.

5. Keep the __________ out of the sprayer when filling it.

6. Use a ______________________ to unclog a spray tip.  NEVER blow into it.

7. Always wear ______________ pants, _____________________ shirt, socks and chemical resistant shoes or boots when using pesticides.

8. Before eating, wash _______________, then wash ______________ and face.

9. Do not put pesticides in food containers.

10. Do not put pesticides in _____________________ compartments of cars.

PESTICIDE SAFETY IN THE LANDSCAPE

Facilitators Guide

Notes on the Video

I. Pesticide Storage

Proper pesticide storage protects people, pets, and the environment and prevents damage to the pesticide stored in the container.

1. Store rooms should have a sign posted on the door designating it as a “pesticide storage area”. This sign is required by NC Law if Restricted Use pesticides are stored there.  The sign must include an emergency telephone number (not 911).

2. Vents for air movement must be included.

3. All pesticides should be kept safe, dry and locked away from unauthorized people.

4. Shelves should not absorb (or soak in) pesticides.  One way to achieve this is to wrap the shelves in plastic.

5. Bags and cartons should be stored on pallets.

6. Keep herbicides separate from insecticides, fungicides and fertilizers.  Use oldest products first.

7. Do not allow unauthorized people into the store room.

8. To prevent fire, don’t store gasoline, motor oil or other flammables near pesticides and don’t smoke in store rooms.

9. Tell your boss about out of date products.

10.  Also, tell your boss about a leaking container.  Meanwhile put it in a plastic bucket or plastic trash bag to contain the spill.

11. Paper towels, plastic bucket, plastic garbage bags, absorbent material (litter etc.) broom and dust pan should be kept in the storage room incase of a spill.

12. Don’t store pesticides in empty food or drink bottles or in unlabeled containers.

13. Signal words (Match the signal word with its meaning)

a.CAUTION   3     1. means the product is moderately toxic.

b.WARNING  1    2. means the product is most toxic.

c.DANGER    2      3. means the product is least toxic.

14. Restricted Use pesticides are used by the most highly trained handlers.

15. Labels and MSDS provide details about safety and storage 

II. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)

The signal words that will appear on the label are CAUTION, WARNING and DANGER

1. PPE that should be worn when handling a product with a DANGER signal word might include coveralls, goggles, respirator, rubber boots, plastic hat and rubber gloves.  In addition a plastic apron is used when mixing and loading.

2. Federal law requires you to get medical approval before using a respirator.  The first time you wear a respirator you must pass a fit test.  Each time you put on a respirator, do a fit check.
3. PPE that should be worn when handling a product with a WARNING signal word might include long sleeve shirt, long pants, rubber gloves and boots, eye protection, and a coverall.

4. When the pesticide you are using has a CAUTION signal word, wear long sleeve shirt, long pants, rubber gloves and boots, hat and eye protection.

5. If the material is a granular product or a wettable powder, protect your nose so you do not breathe in the dust.

6. For overhead spraying, besides eye, nose and mouth protection, you should wear a plastic hat, and tape gloves to the sleeves of your coveralls.  Pants should be over the boots.

7. At the end of the day, wash all PPE and allow to air dry for the next day.

III. PREPARING FOR A WORK BREAK

1. Wash off gloves before taking them off; then wash your hands (for 20 seconds or more).

2. Dry your hands on a clean towel.
3. Next wash your face, nose, ears, and neck.
4. Keep food and tobacco  away from areas where pesticides are used or stored.

IV. POISONING AND HEAT STRESS

1. Some of the signs and symptoms of pesticide poisoning are tiredness, dizziness, headache, blurred vision, excessive sweating, chest pains, trouble breathing, throwing up, stomach cramps, diarrhea, skin rashes and eye irritation. (Name at least 5)

2. Always keep the label and MSDS with you in case of an emergency.

3. If a worker has been poisoned with pesticides, he should first wash his gloves then face, hands, and arms.  Next move him away from the place where he was working.

4. If someone has pesticide in their eyes, rinse or flush thoroughly but do not rub the eyes.

5. If someone has pesticide on their skin, rinse or flush with plenty of water.

6. If the symptoms are severe, call 911 (phone #) then call the worker’s boss.

7. Some symptoms of heat stress are feeling tired or weak, dizziness, headache, and stomach sickness. (Name at least 4)

8. If overcome by heat stress, a person should leave the site, take off PPE and cool down.

9. To avoid heat stress, drink plenty of water, take breaks, and do work that requires PPE early in the morning or early evening.

V. MIXING AND LOADING

1. When loading granules and wettable powers, PPE must prevent breathing dust or getting it into the eyes.

2. When adding water to a sprayer, do not put the hose in the sprayer.

3. Immediately rinse empty pesticide jugs 3 times then pour rinse water into the sprayer.

4. The quickest way to rinse an empty container is to pressure rinse.
5. After rinsing containers, puncture them so cannot be reused.

6. At the end of the day, add some water to your sprayer and spray into the treatment area (where?) to clean out your sprayer.

VI. CLEANING UP SPILLS

1. 4 steps (c’s) in cleaning up a spill

Control: Stop the spill – Wear rubber gloves and boots)

Contain: Keep it from spreading.

Clean: You’ll need a shovel, dust pan, plastic buckets or trash bags.

Call: The boss needs to know about all spills.

2. When transporting pesticides have clean up material like shovel, broom,  

      plastic trash bags, litter and PPE like rubber gloves and boots.

3. If a large spill occurs, stay at the site and get help as soon as  

     possible.

VII. TRANSPORTATION

1. Make sure all pesticides and equipment is tightly secured in your vehicle.

2. In the event of rain, cover the pesticides.

3. The best kind of vehicle to transport pesticides in is a pick-up truck.  If you transport them in a van or station wagon, all windows must be open.

4. Never carry pesticides in the passenger areas of vehicles.

5. When transporting pesticides always have a MSDS for every pesticide you have on board.

6. If a spill occurs, practice the 4 C’s. (Remember the last segment)

VIII. PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY

1. Clean out your family car frequently if you’re using it on the job.

2. Don’t use professional chemicals at home.

3. Keep children and pets away from storage and application sites.

4. Remove outer clothing before entering the house.

5. Keep dirty work clothes separate from family laundry.

6. When washing work clothes, wear rubber gloves and use high water level, hot water and an extra rinse cycle.

7. Let your washed work clothes dry outside on a line (where?), if possible.

8. Store all pesticides away from children.

IX. PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT

1. Lakes, rivers and wells are considered sensitive areas, and you must  

      take extra care when treating around them.

2. To prevent granules from being tracked into the house, remove them with a leaf blower from drive ways and side walks.

3. NEVER pour pesticide onto the ground.

4. Use proper rates of application.

5. FOLLOW THE LABEL!

X. UNSAFE PRACTICES

1. When spraying above your head you should wear coveralls, plastic hat, goggles, respirator and tape gloves to your sleeves.

2. To prevent having to deal with left over pesticide, don’t mix more that you need that day.

3. Don’t ever pour pesticide onto the ground.

4. Do not leave unattended pesticide or application equipment that a child might contact or use.

5. Keep the hose out of the sprayer when filling it.

6. Use a soft brush to unclog a spray tip.  NEVER blow into it.

7. Always wear long pants, long sleeve shirt, socks and chemical resistant shoes or boots when using pesticides.

8. Before eating, wash gloves, then wash hands and face.

9. Do not put pesticides in food containers.

10. Do not put pesticides in passenger compartments of cars.

