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Using Bulbs in the Landscape
n How depends on whether they 

are: Annuals or Perennials

n Perennial = need to allow 
foliage to die down naturally

Annual Bulbs
n Easiest to keep all 

annuals together
n For quick (but short 

lived) color
n In masses or
n Mixed varieties

Annual Bulbs
n Layered with 

annuals
n Pansies
n Forget me 

nots
n English daisy

n Adds color and 
cover in winter

In Containers

n Simple or Elaborate

Perennial Bulbs

n Naturalized
n Under deciduous trees
n Scatter when planting 

for natural look

n Let foliage die down 
naturally

Perennial Bulbs
n Mixed Plantings

n Base of deciduous 
shrubs, small trees

n With perennials
n Don’t damage 

perennial roots when 
planting

n Plan for empty spots 
left by dormant bulbs
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Annual Bulbs
Usually only good for one 

season: 

n Scilla
n Puschkinia
n Chionodoxa
n Dwarf and Dutch Iris
n Galanthus (Snowdrops)
n Hybrid Tulips
n Large Flowered Crocus
n Ranunculus

But are so inexpensive it 
may be worth it!

More Annual Bulbs
May get a few years 

out of these:
n Alliums

n Large flowered types 
shorter lived

n Small flowered types 
may become weedy

n Anemones
n Blanda – 1 year
n Coronaria – few years

n Hyacinths and
Grape Hyacinths

Perennial 
Bulbs

Tommies
Crocus tommasinianus

n Smaller flowered but 
persistent

n Could naturalize in lawn
n 3” tall
n Shades of purple and 

white
n Reportedly squirrel proof

Lady Tulips
Tulipa clusiana
n Much smaller and earlier 

flowering than hybrid tulips
n 8” – 12”
n Flowers open wide during 

day
n Need excellent drainage to 

perennialize

‘Cynthia’

Star Flower
Ipheion uniflorum
n Often found naturalized 

abundantly in old towns
n 6” tall
n ‘Wisley Blue’ – bluer 

than species
n Foliage has garlic smell 

when crushed
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Blue Bottles
Muscari neglectum

n Smaller than 
hybrid grape 
hyacinth

n Bloom with 
daffodils

n 6”-8”
n Need good 

drainage

Daffodils

n Many types – divided into 12 
divisions

n Some divisions do better in the 
South than others

n Pink-peach types generally less 
reliable

n Good drainage – especially in 
summer

n Sun while foliage up

Daffodils – Tazettas
Paperwhite types - fragrant

‘Geranium’
‘Minnow’

‘Grand Soleil D’Or’

Daffodils – Cyclaminus
Relatively short – early flowering

‘Jack Snipe’

‘Jetfire’

‘Tete a Tete’

Daffodils – Large Cup
More reliable than Trumpets

‘St. Keverne’
‘Ice Follies’

‘Fortissimo’

Daffodils – Jonquils
Very fragrant

‘Quail’
‘Suzy’

‘Baby Moon’
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‘Hawera’
‘Thalia’
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