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Public Perception & Animal Agriculture 
Written By: Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent 

 

 

The average consumer is now at least three generations removed from the farm.  

That statistic poses a huge problem for farmers.  With so many people not  

coming from a farm and so few people farming (less than 2%), where do  

consumers get their information from?  It certainly isn’t the farmer down the 

road because most of them do not know a farmer.  I can tell you, they get their 

information from social media (Twitter, Facebook, etc.), blogs, their friends, 

television, news, and other scary places that are generally not informed of 

farming practices.  If you attend a Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) class, one of 

the things you will hear is that we have to tell our story to consumers even 

when we may not want to.  It is sometimes hard to have a conversation with a 

consumer who is so misinformed that you do not even know where to start.  I 

am going to tell you all a story that happened to me here recently and quite 

frankly I could probably write a book!   

 

I was in Wal-Mart recently, which is the hub of misinformed consumers trying 

to buy food and products for their families.  As I was checking out, the cashier 

said I looked mighty nice to be out shopping and was I working.  I told him 

that I was shopping for work-related items.  He then asked me where did I 

work.  This is always a fun question because hardly anyone understand my job 

unless they are in agriculture.  I told him what my job was and then he said, so 

you mean you are in charge of the antibiotics and hormones used in animals?  I 

said well not exactly but I teach people how to use them responsibly.  He then 

gave me a weird look, so I further explained that meat does not contain antibi-

otics (I didn’t dive into the hormone part– I didn't have that much time) be-

cause there are withdrawal periods that have to be followed before an animal 

can be slaughtered.  He seemed content with that information and told me he 

loved chicken and to make sure I watched out for the chickens.  I couldn’t help 

but laugh at that and told him I would be on the lookout for all animals.   

 

The bottom line is that I could have easily shrugged this guy off and not both-

ered engaging in dialogue with him but I didn’t.  I chose to tell my story and 

explain industry practices.  Now, he has a better idea of how things work and 

can feel confident in the food he is consuming.  So, next time you are faced 

with a story similar to mine, take the time to talk, and show the person that we 

care in agriculture and that we are working to do things right by the consumer. 
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Fly Control Tips for Pastured Cattle 
Written By: Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent 

 

Resource: Trey Gafnea, University of Georgia Extension– Fly Control Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

 

 

 

Fly season will be here very soon– do you have a game plan?  

The mild winter may bring out the flies earlier this year so if 

you have not thought about fly control, now is a good time.  

What product, chemical group, and method did you use last 

year?  Did it work?  You need 

to keep good records on your 

fly control every year so you 

can plan for resistance  

management.  You will need to 

select a different Mode of Ac-

tion (MOA) within the season 

or between years so you do not 

build up a resistant fly popula-

tion.    

 

There are three fly species of  

major importance that economically impact pastured cattle: the 

horn fly, face fly and stable fly. 

 

Listed below are several strategies to minimize resistance: 

 Be sure to rotate product class not just brand names or type 

of product to minimize the resistance issues. 

 Typically organophosphate products would be used for two 

years and pyrethroids for one year. Common active          

ingredient of labeled organophosphate insecticides include; 

coumaphos, diazinon, pirimiphos-methyl and tetrachlor-

vinphos. 

 Do not insert ear tags until horn fly populations reach 200 

flies per animal. 

 Many of the macrocyclic lactone dewormers are labeled to 

provide several weeks of horn fly control as well. 

 The most effective horn fly control strategy involves    

combining several different control methods throughout 

the season. 

Control of face flies can be difficult due to the amount of 

time that the pests spend off of the animals. Pyrethroid    

insecticides applied as ear tags, back rubbers and dust bags 

are the most effective options for control. The active        

ingredients in these products include Permethrin, Cyfluthrin, 

and z-Cypermethrin. Feed through fly larvicides can be an    

effective tool for managing face flies.  

 

Horn flies are the most serious insect pest of pasture cattle. 

If left unmanaged, these flies can cause a twenty percent  

reduction in milk production in lactating cattle and reduce 

weaning weights by eighteen pounds or more. Horn flies 

look similar to house and stable flies, but are much smaller. 

These flies tend to rest on the back, shoulders, sides and 

belly of the animals. Adult horn flies spend most of their life 

on the animals. Females 

only leave their host 

long enough to lay eggs 

in freshly deposited  

manure. Horn flies need 

to be controlled when 

they reach 100 flies per 

side or a total of 200 for 

an adult animal. Insecti-

cidal ear tags, pour-on, 

sprays, dusts and feed 

additives all can be used 

for effective control. 

Feed through insect 

growth regulators such as, Altosid® and Clarifly® can be an 

effective means of control as well.  

 

For the NC Rotation Plan, click here. 

 

 

The purpose of the Voluntary Agricultural District Program  

is to encourage the preservation and protection of farmland 

from non-farm development. This is in recognition of the  

importance of agriculture to the economic and social well  

being of North   Carolina.  Participation is strictly voluntary!  

There are many benefits for the farmers who enroll such as 

(but not limited to) public recognition, increased protection 

from nuisance suits, and an official role in county or city  

government.  For more information contact your county VAD 

program coordinator today! 

Alamance VAD Form: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/

uploads/2014/03/Ag-District-Application-RevDec07.pdf  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Information: http://www.alamance-nc.com/swcd/
programs/farmland-preservation/ 

Enroll Your Land Today!Enroll Your Land Today!Enroll Your Land Today!   

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/MOA-rotation-IRAC.pdf
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Ag-District-Application-RevDec07.pdf
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Ag-District-Application-RevDec07.pdf
http://www.alamance-nc.com/swcd/programs/farmland-preservation/
http://www.alamance-nc.com/swcd/programs/farmland-preservation/
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Forage Management Tips 
From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina. 

 

Soil & Water Program Update 
 

 

 

Community Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP)  

 

CCAP is a voluntary, incentive-based program designed to  

improve water quality through the installation of various best 

management practices on urban, suburban and rural lands not 

directly involved with agriculture production. One of the  

practices the Alamance Soil and Water Conservation District is 

focusing on is the closure of abandoned wells. If you have an old 

well that needs to be closed, funds may be available to assist you 

with the cost. You do not have to be a farmer or own a farm to 

apply for these funds. 

 Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program

(AgWRAP) 

  

The purposes of the AgWRAP are to increase water use  

efficiency, availability and storage for agricultural purposes. 

Best Management practices may  be cost shared to conserve and 

protect water resources. You do have to own or lease farmland 

to apply for these funds. 

  

If you are interested in finding out more about these two  

programs and how to apply for cost share assistance, please 

call the Alamance Soil & Water Conservation District Office 

at 1-336-228-1753 ext.3 or email: brad.moore@alamance-

nc.com 

April 
 

 Fertilize cool-season grasses if you have not already 

done so. 

 Watch for symptoms of grass tetany. 

 Spray for alfalfa weevil according to recommenda-

tions. 

 Winter annual pastures should be completely used 

before grazing begins on other pastures which may be 

harvested for hay. 

 Harvest fescue and orchardgrass pastures or hay fields 

as soon as the seed heads begin to flower. 

 Harvest alfalfa (second year stands or older) in the 

bud stage (before flowering begins). 

 To maintain clover in grass pastures and maintain 

quality, develop a rotational grazing system in which 

cattle can graze forage to a 2-inch height before mov-

ing them to another pasture. 

 Fertilize warm-season grasses (Bermuda, bahia, dal-

lis, switchgrass, flaccidgrass) as soon as dormancy 

breaks. 

 Get all hybrid bermudagrass established this month 

unless irrigation is available.  Seed bahia grass or 

switchgrass during mid-April or May in the Piedmont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 

 

 Plant warm-season perennial grasses such as 

switchgrass, flaccidgrass, common bermudagrass, 

gamagrass, and bluestem. 

 Plant summer annuals at two-week intervals to 

stagger the forage availability. 

 Fertilize warm-season grasses with nitrogen after 

each cutting or every four to six weeks on pastures. 

 If irrigation is available, hybrid bermudagrass 

sprigs may be planted, but weed control will be es-

sential. 

 Spray pasture weeds while they are small (3 inches) 

for most effective control. 

 Do not apply nitrogen to fescue or orchardgrass 

pastures after April until August. 

 

June    
 

 Take soil samples from fields which will be over-

seeded or planted during the autumn.  Apply lime-

stone as far in advance of planting as possible. 

 A late planting of summer annuals may be made to 

extend forage supply. 

 To stimulate warm-season grass yields, apply nitro-

gen after each cutting or every four to six weeks. 

 Graze bermudagrass close (1 to 2-inch stubble), 

and, every four to six weeks, harvest any growth 

that has not been grazed.  Cross fencing is a practi-

cal tool to help manage feed quality. 

 Control summer pasture weeds before they get too 

tall and mature. 



North Carolina Cooperative Extension 

4 

 

Dealing with Winter Aftermath 
Written By: Lauren Langley, Livestock Extension Agent 

 

 

 
April June 

Does your farm look like this right now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If so, you may want to keep reading.  We had a very 

wet fall which turned into a very wet winter that left 

our fields looking like the photo above.  Do not be dis-

couraged, you can turn this mess into a productive 

grazing area in no time.  My first suggestion is to drag 

out any remaining hay residue so you do not create a 

fly breeding ground.  Next, PLANT SOMETHING!  It 

really doesn’t matter what you plant but you may want 

to choose a quick growing warm-season annual and 

then think about permanent cool-season grass in the fall 

when planting is more optimal for good establishment.   

 

Some of your warm-season annual options are: millet, 

crabgrass, sorghum-sudangrass hybrids, sudangrass, 

and teff grass.  The wonderful thing about an annual is 

how fast it germinates and grows so you minimize a 

weed invasion!  If you do not plant something, some-

thing WILL GROW!  I can promise you it will be 

weeds and you will be very unhappy.   

 

For planting recommendations, make sure you check 

out NCSU’s all new forage website: http://

www.forages.ncsu.edu/production-info.html 

 

For planting techniques, you can use a sod drill or in 

most cases (if the pasture is chewed up enough) you 

can broadcast and get great seed to soil contact.  You 

will need moisture and warm weather (which should 

not be a problem) before you plant.  Most warm-season 

annuals are planted in May and you can usually start 

grazing in June depending on the variety and actual 

planting date. 

 

The photos below show one of our farm’s sacrifice lots 

where our horses are fed hay each winter.  The field 

always gets torn up and buttercups are to follow 

(remember to spray your buttercups NOW).  The April 

photo shows the field after the winter (not this year’s 

winter but the previous year) and the June photo shows 

the same field after being planted in crabgrass.  For 

those of you that are curious about the variety, we use 

Quick-N-Big®.  We then grazed feeder calves on the 

crabgrass all summer off and on to allow rest and 

growth.  This is just one of many options! 

http://www.forages.ncsu.edu/production-info.html
http://www.forages.ncsu.edu/production-info.html
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Seven Alamance County 4-H’ers recently traveled to 

Raleigh for the NC Junior Hereford Association’s 

Judging in January Livestock Judging Contest  held 

on February 20, 2016 (weather make-up date).   

 

Alamance County entered two junior teams and one 

senior that competed with another team.  Alamance 

County had one junior team to finish fourth overall in 

beef cattle judging, fifth overall in swine judging, 

fourth overall in oral reasons, and fifth overall in the 

contest.  Tyler, Madison, and Salem all took home 

individual awards in the top ten.  Salem placed 3rd 

overall in the junior contest and Madison placed eight 

overall in the senior contest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

April 13-14: Central Piedmont Jr. Livestock Show & 

Sale 

June 28-29: Livestock Judging and Skillathon Clinics 

July 21-22: Jr. Dairy Show (Greensboro) 

July 28-29: State 4-H Livestock Judging and Skilla-

thon Contests 

August: Guilford 4-H Livestock Show 

Youth Livestock CornerYouth Livestock CornerYouth Livestock Corner   

Tips for Selling Sheep and Goats Through Public Livestock Auctions 
Resources: Dr. Robert “Bob” Herr, Nix Besser Livestock Company & Maryland Small Ruminant Page 

There are many advantages to marketing livestock through a 

public livestock auction, sale barn, or stockyard. It is  

convenient and easy. There are usually regular weekly sales. 

Sometimes, there are special graded sales or sales that cater to 

the increased demand for sheep and goats prior to various  

religious holidays. 

 

There are also disadvantages for this marketing option. You 

do not know what price you are going to receive before-hand. 

You are subject to wide fluctuations in the market. You have 

little control over price. This is why farmers are often called 

"price-takers." Sales commissions can be high, especially if 

you are selling light weight lambs or kids.  

 

Here are some tips for maximizing your returns when taking 

sheep and/or goats to a livestock auction/stockyard:  

 

 Consider the major Muslim, Christian, and Jewish      

holidays when marketing sheep and goats. Eid ul-Adha or 

the "Festival of Sacrifice," a Muslim holiday, is usually 

the best time to place sheep and goats in the market place. 

Eid ul-Fidr or the "Festival of Fast-breaking" follows the 

month of Ramadan and is another good time to sell sheep 

and goats. Easter is obviously an important holiday for 

marketing lamb and goat. There is a usually a greater  

demand at Greek or Eastern Orthodox Easter as compared 

to Western or Roman Easter. Minor holidays (e.g. Moth-

er's Day, 4th of July, etc.) can also be a good time to sell 

sheep and goats. 

  

 When targeting a holiday, put your livestock into the  

        market place at least one week before the holiday. 

  

 Do not castrate males, especially bucks, unless you have 

to. Intact males grow faster and more efficiently. They are 

preferred by many ethnic buyers. A wether is a blemished 

animal. 

  

 Do not dock lambs unless you have to. Tails sell for the 

same price as the rest of the lamb. Many ethnic buyers 

prefer tailed lambs. A docked lamb is a blemished lamb. 

  

 Do not sell animals with dirty butts or hocks. They will 

be considered unhealthy by the buyers, even if the soiled 

parts are dry. 

  

 Consider shearing sheep/lambs that are neither too fat nor 

too thin. They look better to buyers. 

 

For the complete article visit:  

http://www.sheepandgoat.com/#!tipsauction/c187a 

http://www.sheepandgoat.com/#!tipsauction/c187a
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Weed Control Strategies for Piedmont Pastures 

Hosted by Chatham Co. Extension Center 

April 7, 2016– 7:00-9:00 pm 

Carolina Stockyards– Siler City 

2 Hours Pesticide Credits for: N, O, D, X 

Click Here To Register Online 

Questions? Call 919-542-8202 

 

“Homegrown” In the Park 

April 9, 2016– 10:00am-4:00pm 

Burlington City Park, FREE Food & Door Prizes 

Sponsored by: Alamance County Farm Bureau 

 

 

ACCA Annual Field Day 

April 12, 2016  

12:30pm-until 

Circle M Cattle Co. 

1078 Boone Rd. Burlington 

Click here for more  

information 

 

71th Annual Central  

Piedmont Jr. Livestock Show & Sale 

April 13-14, 2016 

Schedule of Events 

Location: Orange Grove Rd., Hillsborough (near the  

Dairyland intersection beside the Fire Department/

Community Center) 

Please come out and support the 13 Alamance  

County 4-H’ers that are showing across both days! 

 

Regional Small Flock Poultry Seminar 

May 11, 2016 

Forsyth County Extension Center 

1450 Fairchild Rd. Winston-Salem 

Cost: $10/person  

Click Here for Link to Register Online/Agenda 

 

Regional Pastured  

Swine Seminar 
May 25, 2016 

Forsyth County Extension Center 

1450 Fairchild Rd. Winston-Salem 

Registration/Details: TBA 

 

 

 

 

Cattlemen’s Association Meetings 

 
Alamance County (ACCA) 

Regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

from September-March, Field Day in April: 

 

 April 12– Annual Field Day 

 Location: Jonathan Massey’s Farm 

 Monthly meetings will continue in September 

 

Meetings begin at 6:30pm at  

Occasions in Burlington, unless 

otherwise announced. 

 

 

Household Hazardous Waste Day 

Saturday, April 16, 2016 

8:00 am—1:00 pm 

Location: 100 Stone Quarry Rd. Haw River, NC 

Click here for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information regarding upcoming events and/or  

cattlemen’s association meetings, Please contact: 

 Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or  

336-266-0702. 
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Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of com-

mercial products or  services in this publication does not imply endorse-

ment by North Carolina State University nor discrimination against simi-

lar products or services not mentioned. 

Distributed in furtherance of the acts of  Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914. North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves 
to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability. In addition, the two Universities 
welcome all persons without regard to sexual orientation. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local 
governments cooperating. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you 

would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail, please 

call the Extension office to let us know.  

http://goo.gl/forms/CCrUchjl41
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/2016/03/cattlemens-annual-field-day-all-welcome/
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/2016/03/cattlemens-annual-field-day-all-welcome/
https://alamance.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Schedule-of-Events-2016.pdf?fwd=no
http://go.ncsu.edu/poultryseminar2016
http://www.alamance-nc.com/landfill/news-events/household-hazardous-waste-collection-event-2/

