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Some of you may have noticed the lower than normal 

Japanese Beetle population this year. For the past 3 

years, we have had droughts during the time Japanese 

beetles were laying eggs. They need moist soil so their 

eggs do not dry out and so tiny young larvae can     

borrow into the soil. Droughts have restricted           

successful reproduction to only well irrigated areas. 

Golf courses and neighborhoods with irrigation in every yard will have a lot more     

beetles and larvae. One method of control popular with homeowners is the Japanese 

beetle trap. Beetle traps do not offer any protection to landscape plants and may     

actually attract more beetles on to your property. Likewise, treating a lawn for       

Japanese beetle grubs will not reduce defoliation of plants on that property since    

beetles fly in from great distances. Long-term protection for landscape plants can be 

achieved using a neonicotinoid insecticide such as imidacloprid (e.g., Bayer Advanced 

12 Month Tree & Shrub Protect & Feed • Ferti-Lome Tree & Shrub Systemic Insect 

Drench • Spectracide Grub Killer • Spectracide Tree & Shrub Insect Spray).          

Neonicotinoid insecticides should not be applied when trees and shrubs are in bloom.  

For more information on the biology and management of adult Japanese beetles in 

landscapes  see:     http://go.ncsu.edu/japanese_beetle  

   

 
 
If your Crape Myrtles are sticky or shiny, you may 

have aphids feeding on the young tender new 

growth. Crape Myrtle aphids are one of the most 

common pests of Crape Myrtle, but rarely require 

treatment. Feedings by these aphids result in leaf 

yellowing and distortion, leaf drop, and honeydew 

deposits which of course lead to sooty mold. Sooty 

mold will give the leaves a black appearance. Aphids 

are generally kept in check by natural enemies such as lacewing and lady bug larvae. 

Aphids are also a common pest on roses. A variety of chemicals are available should 

these aphids reach unacceptable levels in landscapes. Aphids can be managed with 

horticultural soaps or oils or with a number of different  insecticides. Keep in mind that 

most foliar  insecticides cannot be applied to plants in bloom. Since many roses bloom 

continually it may be almost impossible to find a time to apply insecticides. For more 

information on Crape Myrtle or Rose Aphids see:     http://go.ncsu.edu/aphid  

Japanese Beetles 

http://go.ncsu.edu/japanese_beetle
http://go.ncsu.edu/aphid
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For many shrubs, July is the last time to safely prune until November.  Aucuba, Azalea, 

Barberry, Boxwood, Broom (Cytisus), Cherrylaurel, Deutzia, evergreen Euonymus,    

Forsythia, evergreen  Holly, spring blooming Hydrangeas, Indian Hawthorn, Kerria, Lilac, 

Mockorange, Photinia, Privet, Pyracantha, Quince, Rhododendron, Rose, deciduous 

Viburnum, Weigela, Witchhazel, and Yew can all be pruned in July. 
 

For a more comprehensive list of plants and the best time to prune them, see:   
 

http://go.ncsu.edu/pruning_calendar 

Pruning Calendar 

 
Check St. Augustine lawns for chinch bugs, gray leaf spot and 

brown patch.  Maintain Bermudagrass and Zoysiagrass at a 

height of .75 to 1 inch, Centipedegrass at 1 inch, St. Augustine at 

2” to 3“. Do not fertilize, aerate or use herbicides on Fescue lawns 

at this time. Mow the lawn to 3.5 inches. Fescue is highly         

susceptible to Brown Patch, which appears as irregularly shaped 

patches of dead turf. Brown Patch likes high humidity, prolonged 

wet weather and temperatures above 85°F.  Water between 5:00 

and 8:00 am and apply fungicide if needed to control Brown 

Patch. For more information about lawn care see:   

http://go.ncsu.edu/nc_lawns 

Lawns 

 

 
 

 

Plant Hoppers 

You may think its too early to plant cool season 

crops, but in July we can plant snap beans, 

beets, broccoli, brussels sprouts, carrots,       

collards, and rutabagas. If you lost some of your 

tomato plants to diseases, its not too late to    

replace them. Tomato 

plants can also be planted 

in July. 
  

For a Vegetable Planting 

Guide see:   
 

http://go.ncsu.edu/

spring_vege_guide  

Vegetable  Garden 

This time of year you may notice patches of white fuzz on stems and branches in 

the   landscape. At first glance it may appear to be a fungus but don’t reach for the 

fungicide just yet.  What you may be seeing are plant hoppers. Adult plant hoppers 

can be dark bluish-black with a white waxy bloom and red eyes, or a lovely pastel 

green. Young plant hoppers are covered by a thick, fluffy, white, waxy secretion that 

also covers the stem in a sort of "nest." Planthoppers spend the winter as eggs    

under the bark of various shrubs and trees. Nymphs hatch from the eggs in spring 

and summer and feed on sap by sucking it through needlelike mouthparts inserted 

in the bark or leaf. As the nymph feeds, it secretes a white, fluffy wax which covers 

its body and the twig or leaf around it. Nymphs also excrete honeydew, a sweet, 

sticky liquid. Sooty molds often grow in the honeydew causing the leaves to look 

black. Adults appear during the summer and females lay eggs by inserting them into 

the bark. Planthoppers can jump 12 to 18 inches when disturbed. Currently no    

pesticide is specifically labeled for planthopper control. These pests can be         

dispersed by spraying them with a strong stream of water from a garden hose.  For 

more information on planthoppers see:     http://go.ncsu.edu/planthopper  

http://go.ncsu.edu/pruning_calendar
http://go.ncsu.edu/spring_vege_guide
http://go.ncsu.edu/spring_vege_guide
http://go.ncsu.edu/planthopper


 

For some families, access to fresh and local produce is vital but not always feasible. The Currituck Extension Agriculture 

Technician along with Extension Master Gardener Volunteers initiated the Currituck Community Garden project to help      

address this need. The garden was initially established by a grant funded by Blue Cross and Blue Shield Nourishing North 

Carolina Project in 2013 to provide opportunities for families to improve the nutritional needs of their families by teaching 

them lifelong gardening skills and providing them with opportunities to grow and harvest fresh produce. The current          

Community Garden consists of eight, 4’x16’, raised garden beds located within the Currituck County Rural Center off N. Spot 

Rd in Powell’s Point. Currently 4 of the garden beds are being used by Master Gardeners and another family. The produce 

raised by the Master Gardeners is donated weekly to the Lower Currituck Food Pantry.  The remaining beds are still open 

and available for the production of cool season crops.  If you know of a family 

who would like to have a bed in the Community Garden, contact Deborah Kelso 

252-232-2262 or deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu. 

 

Watering plants during the summer can be an      

overwhelming task.  Containers dry out quickly and 

leaving plants unattended during a vacation can be a 

disaster.  On July 28, 2014 at 6:00pm NC               

Cooperative Extension will be offering a hands-on 

workshop on drip irrigation.  Learn how to design and 

install your own drip irrigation system for container 

gardens, vegetable gardens or flower beds.  All      

participants will receive a drip irrigation kit with all of 

the parts needed to install their own irrigation system 

at home.  The fee for this workshop is $8.  All         

participants must preregister by July 21, 2014. For 

more information, contact Deborah Kelso                

252-232-2262 or deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu. 

Page 3 Currituck Garden News 

Currituck Community Garden 

Irrigation Workshop 

Left:  Master Gardener Volunteers at the       

Currituck Community Garden in             

Powell’s Point 

 

Growing       

Orchids 
 

 

 

On August 5 at 2:00 pm, Virginia Beach Master Gardener, 

Douglas Spencer will be giving a presentation on growing 

orchids. If you have ever wondered why your orchids won’t 

re-bloom or why they die, Doug will have the answer. If 

growing orchids is something you would like to try but don’t 

know where to start, we can show you how.  The class will 

be held at NC Cooperative Extension Currituck County 

Center.  The class is free and open to anyone who wants to 

learn more. Contact Deborah Kelso for more information. 

To pre-register for the class call  252-232-2262.  



 

 

 NC Cooperative Extension 

 Currituck County Center 

 120 Community Way 

 Barco, NC 27917 

 

  

   

For additional information on any of the contents  

of this newsletter call or e-mail Debbie Kelso  

at 232-2262, deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu 

      

    

      

Deborah E. Kelso 

Agricultural Technician 

MISSION, VISION AND GOALS 

 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension partners with 

communities to deliver education and technology that 

enrich the lives, land and economy of North Carolina. 

 

For accommodations for persons with disabilities,  

contact the Currituck County Center at 252-232-2262 

no later than five business days prior to the event. 

 

North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless 

of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability. In addition, the two Universities welcome all persons without  

regard to sexual orientation. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local      

governments cooperating. 

Clay Pot and Succulent Wreath 

Workshop 

On August 19, 2014 Extension Master Gardener           

Volunteers Doris Flattum and Shelley Murray will be 

offering a hands-on workshop at NC Cooperative 

Extension Currituck County Center.  Each participant 

will make a wreath out of clay pots and succulents.  

For more information contact Deborah Kelso          

252-232-2262 or Deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu.  Call to 

pre-register for the class by August 14th. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

CurrituckMasterGardeners 

Follow the Currituck    

Master Gardeners on   

Facebook. 

 

file:///H:/Downloads/deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/CurrituckMasterGardeners
https://www.facebook.com/CurrituckMasterGardeners

