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The Summer is Upon Us! 
Note from your Livestock Extension Agent, Lauren Langley 

I cannot believe it is already July!  Where has 2014 
gone?  Before you know it, we will be calving and 
enjoying cooler weather again.  I wanted to take 
this opportunity to inform you of a recent change 
that you may or may not be aware of.  As of May 1, 
2014 I became employed full-time by Alamance 
County, no longer covering Orange County too.  This change was 
brought about mainly because Alamance and Orange Counties          
previously had full-time Livestock Extension Agents.  I am very thankful 
for the opportunity Alamance and Orange Counties have given me this 
past year, however I am excited to start down a “less stressful” path of 
covering just one county again.  With that being said, you may find it a 
bit easier to connect with me now that I am only covering one county 
and can devote all of my time to Alamance County.  Please let me know 
if there is anything I can do to better serve you and if you want to   
schedule an office appointment or farm visit!           
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Pastured Poultry Workshop was 
held on May 13, 2014 at Wings 
of Dawn Farm in Liberty, NC 

 

Piedmont Goat and Sheep Producer 
Training was held on May 5, 2014 at the 

Guilford County Extension Center. 

Thanks, Lauren 

alamance.ces.ncsu.edu
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Essential Fly Control Tips 
Source: W. Mark Hilton, DVM in Vet's Opinion (BEEF), Purdue University 

         

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

 

 

 

The flies are among us and they will most certainly take 

over our cattle if we let them.  I have searched high and 

low for some helpful, take home points when it comes to 

fly control and these suggestions sum it up pretty well: 

 

1. Feed a larvicide or an insect growth regulator like 

Altosid® (labeled for horn flies) or Rabon™ (labeled for 

horn, face, house- and stable flies) to cows, starting 30 

days before flies typically emerge. Continue until 30 days 

after a killing frost. 

 

ClariFly® is also an option, but is mainly used for con-

finement cattle. If an adjacent property also has cattle, the 

owners of those cattle also need to feed the product to 

their cattle or you might inherit some of the neighbor’s 

flies. Horn flies don’t travel long distances, but face flies 

may travel 1-2 miles. 

2. Fly tags. Newer-generation fly tags that contain a high-

er concentration of insecticide are quite helpful in control-

ling fly populations. Use pyrethroid tags for two consecu-

tive years, then switch to an organophosphate tag for one 

year to reduce pyrethroid resistance. Follow label direc-

tions on the number of tags/cow. 

 

Many tags require two tags/adult animal, and one tag/calf 

for optimum control. The key to using tags is to wait until 

you have 200 flies/cow to place the tags. If you apply the 

tags too early, you’ll have decreased efficacy. And be 

sure to remove the tags in 3-5 months, in order to pre-

vent the release of minute amounts of insecticide that can 

lead to  resistance issues. 
 

When you walk cattle through the chute to fly-tag them, 

it’s also an ideal time to give initial vaccinations 

for bovine respiratory disease (BRD) control in calves. 

Calves can also be castrated, hot-iron dehorned and im-

planted at this time. 

*Note that bulls and potential replacement heifers under 

45 days of age should not be implanted; all other calves 

should be implanted. The profit/hour for implanting 

calves destined for the feedlot is about $1,800/hour — 

well worth it! 

 

3. Pour-ons. Use a pour-on at the same time you fly-tag 

the cows. If it’s spring turnout time, you can use a prod-

uct that also kills internal parasites, as these products 

also have efficacy against horn flies. Later in the year, 

use products only labeled for flies and/or lice. Using 

pour-on dewormers many times throughout the year 

could lead to internal parasite resistance issues. 
 

4. Dust bags/cattle rubs. The advantage of a dust bag 

or rub is that, if placed at a site where all cattle must use 

it, it can provide very economical control of face and 

horn flies. Proper placement and keeping it charged with 

insecticide are the keys. 

 

5. Sprays. Timely spraying of cattle throughout the year 

can be effective in reducing the fly population, but can 

be time-consuming if cattle are grazing an extensive ar-

ea.  There are many products on the market for fly con-

trol.  Sitting down with your Extension beef specialist 

and/or herd health veterinarian to develop a plan to con-

trol flies is the best recipe for success. Using just one 

strategy from the above list likely won’t give you the 

results you anticipate. A multifaceted approach is best 

for attaining your goal of “controlling” flies. 
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July  

 
 Stick to a four to six week schedule of nitrogen ap-

plications on summer grasses.  Do not delay appli-

cations because of dry weather unless it has not 

rained at all since previous application. 

 Maintain harvesting frequency for quality hay. 

 Hot, dry weather can result in nitrate and prussic 

acid poisoning of animals grazing stunted, highly 

fertilized summer annuals. 

 Sample soils and apply lime on fields to be planted 

in the autumn. 

 If cool-season forages are to be planted in the fall 

on a prepared seedbed of old sods, it is time to get 

the land prepared so clods and root mass have time 

to settle before planting. 

 Get silage harvesting equipment ready (sharpen 

knives, purchase plastic for covering silo) so there 

will be no delays when the crop is ready. 

 Decide which fescue pastures will be stockpiled for 

winter grazing.  Nitrogen (60 to 80 pounds/acre) 

should be applied August 1 in the mountains and 

between August 7 and September 1 elsewhere.      
 

August     
 

 Prepare good seedbeds and plant one time– espe-

cially alfalfa and other legumes. 

 If legumes are to be sod-seeded into grass pastures 

in the autumn, plan the grazing program so those 

pastures can be grazed close (1-2 in.) by planting 

time. 

 Use good-quality inoculant and good methods to 

obtain the best legume seedling development.   

 Apply limestone to pastures with pH below 5.8 to 

be overseeded next spring. 

 Start harvesting corn silage in the hard dent stage 

and when the dry matter is in the range of 35 to 

40%. 

 Fertilize warm-season grasses. 

 Fertilize fescue and keep cattle off of the pastures 

to be stockpiled for winter grazing. 
 

September 
 

 Fertilize and lime cool-season grasses. 

 Plant cool-season legumes such as ladino, sod clo-

ver, and alfalfa into tall fescue sods.  Use insecti-

cide. 

 Keep the grazing pressure on the summer grasses 

and completely use them before grazing cool-

season forages. 

 Watch for fall insects (armyworms, grasshoppers, 

crickets) on established and seedling stands of for-

ages. 

 Plant winter annuals on prepared seedbed for earli-

est fall grazing.  No-till planting can be successful, 

but will not usually be ready to graze as soon after 

planting as on prepared seedbed. 

 Overseed or no-till winter annual legumes or grass-

es onto summer perennial grass after they have 

been closely grazed.  Planting early may require 

that herbicides be used to suppress the existing 

grass growth. 

 Make a winter feed supply inventory so deficien-

cies can be avoided now (hay or winter pastures). 
 

 

Resource Corner 
This corner was created with you in 

mind.  I want to be able to provide 

you with the resources you need to 

continue the learning process in  

between newsletters, emails, and 

workshops.  Here are a few re-

sources I think you will find helpful 

if you are not already familiar with 

them. 

 

NC Horse Blog 

http://nchorse.blogspot.com/ 

Featuring weekly blog posts written 

by NC Livestock Extension Agents 

related to everything horse: nutri-

tion, breeding, fencing, dental, for-

ages, diseases, and more! 

 

 

 

 

 

Plants Poisonous to Livestock 

and Pets in North Carolina 

http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/

applications/plant_biology/

poisonous/ 

Featuring a full 

database for easy 

searching when it 

comes to poison-

ous plants in NC. 

 

 

Forage Management Tips 
From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina. 

http://nchorse.blogspot.com/
http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/applications/plant_biology/poisonous/
http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/applications/plant_biology/poisonous/
http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/applications/plant_biology/poisonous/
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Extreme heat is stressful to livestock, as well as people. High 

temperatures are even more problematic in states like North 

Carolina, because high temperatures are also often accompanied 

by high humidity. The heat index (temperature + humidity) is a 

more accurate measure of heat stress (hyperthermia) than tem-

perature alone.  

 

Heat Tolerance 
Sheep and goats tend to be less susceptible to heat stress than 

swine, cattle, llamas, and alpacas. Hair sheep usually tolerate 

heat better than wooled sheep.  Fat-tailed sheep are also more 

heat tolerant. The European sheep breeds are usually the least 

heat-adaptive because they tend to have shorter bodies and legs, 

short, thick ears, tight skin, and dense fleeces.                                      

Goats tend to tolerate heat better than 

sheep.  Goats with loose skin and flop-

py ears may be more heat tolerant than 

other goats. Angora goats have a de-

creased ability to respond to heat stress 

as compared to sheep and other breeds 

of goats.                                                              

Dark-colored animals are more susceptible to heat stress, while 

light-colored animals may be prone to sunburn. Females usually 

handle heat better than males. The heat is especially hard on fat 

animals. Horned animals dissipate heat better than polled (or 

disbudded) animals.  Young animals are more susceptible to 

heat stress than older animals, though the geriatric animal is 

also very vulnerable.  In fact, any animal with a poor nutritional 

status or compromised immunity will be more susceptible to 

environmental extremes. 

Wool 
Wool protects sheep from extreme heat as well as extreme 

cold.  A thick fleece is mostly immune to temperature changes 

due to its insulating properties.  According to research, sheep 

with a one-inch fleece are more comfortable than sheep with 

less wool, as wool fibers dissipate heat more rapidly.                                                       

Woolly and hairy animals should be sheared prior to the onset 

of hot weather. Spring shearing allows sheep to have adequate 

wool growth to keep them cool in the summer (and avoid sun-

burning) and a full wool coat in the winter to keep them warm. 

Sheep and goats should not be sheared in extreme heat.  Shear-

ing lambs will improve their growth performance (and welfare) 

during the summer months, if temperatures and humidity are 

elevated. 

 

Water 
Plenty of clean, cool, and fresh water is paramount to prevent-

ing heat stress in livestock. During periods of extended heat and 

humidity, it may be necessary to provide extra water and clean 

and change waterers more often. On-average, a sheep or goat 

will drink 1 to 2 gallons of water per day. 

High temperatures are often accompanied by dry weather, re-

sulting in lower moisture content in grazed forages. Dry forages 

increase water needs. Salt consumption increases water intake. 

Young animals need more water (on a percent body weight ba-

sis) than adults because a greater percentage of their body 

weight is water. Young animals need to drink more often be-

cause they drink less water at a time and have a more rapid me-

tabolism. 

Sheep will drink more water than they need for metabolism, 

perhaps as a pre-adaption to heat stress and water deprivation. 

Another way sheep adapt to heat stress is by producing more 

concentrated urine. 

 

Shade 
Access to shade is another important aspect of managing live-

stock during hot weather. Livestock shelters do not need to be 

complicated or elaborate. Mature trees provide excellent shade 

(and shelter) and are usually the least-cost alternative. If natural 

shelter is not available, many sheep and goat producers use 

quonset huts, plastic calf hutches, polydomes, and/or carports to 

provide shelter for grazing animals.                                                            

Simple shade structures can be constructed from shade cloth, 

mesh fabric, tarps, canvas, or sheet metal. Movable shade struc-

tures are suitable for intensive rotational grazing systems. All 

livestock should be able to lie down in the shade structure or 

area at the same time. Lying down in a cool spot provides addi-

tional relief from the heat. 

Heat Stress 
While heat stress (exhaustion or stroke) is 

not very common in sheep and goats in 

temperate climates, it may occur, especial-

ly if stock are handled during the hottest 

part of the day. Clinical signs of heat 

stress include continual panting, rapid 

breathing, weakness, inability to stand, 

and an elevated rectal temperature (over 

105ºF/40.6ºC).  If rectal temperature ex-

ceeds 107ºF (41.7ºC), death may occur, as 

the animal’s cells begin to degenerate.  

 

Productivity 
Extreme heat can have a profound effect on productivity, espe-

cially if the onset of heat is sudden, not giving livestock ample 

time to adapt.  It goes without saying that growth rates are re-

duced in hot weather, as livestock forage less and have reduced 

appetites. This situation is often worsened by dry, poor quality 

forage. If temperatures subside, there is often a risk of acidosis 

or bloat as livestock engorge on feed.   Prolonged high tempera-

tures (above 90ºF/32.2ºC) can also impair reproduction.    

 

Heat Stress in Sheep and Goats 
Source: Susan Schoenian, Extension Sheep & Goat Specialist, University of Maryland Extension 
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     According to the recent Range & Pasture  

     Steward publication, there are six cost 

     effective tips when it comes to weed control. 

 

1.  Identify the weed problem. 

I could not agree more with this statement and every season I go 

out to farms just for this purpose– it is hard to determine how to 

control the weeds without knowing first what they are.  Each 

herbicide is different and will control different weeds. 

 

2.  Use a calibrated sprayer or a professional applicator. 

This one tip right here will save you the most money.  You need 

to know that you are putting out the right rate.  Calibrating your 

sprayer will take time but it is time well invested. 

 

3.  Spray at the right time with the right rate. 

Knowing when to spray– when weeds are small and immature 

will save you in the long run.  Once the weed seeds out, it’s job 

is done and you might as well wait until next season to spray. 
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69th Annual Central Piedmont Jr. Livestock Show 

& Sale- Alamance County Results 
 

This year, there were 100 youth showing a total of 200 

animals: 38 heifers, 6 feeder steers, 9 market steers, 2 

dairy goats, 21 market goats, 22 meat goat does, 7 breed-

ing ewes, 33 market lambs, 40 market hogs, and 7 pens 

of three hogs. 

 

Alamance County had nine 4-H 

members and one FFA member 

showing in this year’s show.   

 

Winners from Alamance County include:  
 

Junior Showmanship Grand Champion (Sheep): Madi-

son Sifford,  

Grand Champion Breeding Ewe: Madison Sifford,  

Reserve Champion Breeding Ewe: Madison Sifford,  

Reserve Champion Market Lamb: Madison Sifford,  

Junior Showmanship Reserve Champion (Beef): Salem 

Sifford.   

 

Class winners include: Madison Sifford (Breeding 

Ewe, Market Lamb, Beef Heifer), Elizabeth Kenney 

(Beef Heifer, Salem Sifford (Beef Heifer), and Meghan 

Teague (Feeder Steer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

July 16-17: State 4-H Livestock Judging and        

Skillathon Contests- Raleigh, NC 

July 29-30: Guilford County Dairy Show 

August 3-6: Youth Beef Industry Tour for high 

school age youth, free, application process TBA 

August 9: Youth Amazing Grazing Day for ages 14-

21, teaches youth about raising pasture-based live-

stock.  FMI Contact: april_shaeffer@ncsu.edu 

August 9: Guilford County 4-H Livestock Show 

FMI Contact: ben_chase@ncsu.edu 

Youth Livestock CornerYouth Livestock CornerYouth Livestock Corner   

 

Weed Control Tips 
Source: Range & Pasture Steward Vol. 11, No. 2, Spring 2014 

4.  Recognize that drought-stressed or mature weeds will be 

more difficult to control. 

Effectiveness will be reduced if weeds don’t have adequate 

moisture and aren’t growing.  Mature weeds have already lim-

ited your grass production.  Don’t spray unless you’re willing to 

increase the rate within the labeled range or accept less control. 

 

5.  Follow label directions for application and mixing. 

Very important tip.  Please follow label instructions carefully 

and mix according to how you are going to spray (tank, spot, 

etc.) .  Consider a drift control additive to reduce drift and im-

prove deposition. 

 

6.  Remember soil residual activity and plant residue. 

Long-lasting herbicides such as GrazonNext HL and Chaparral 

should not be  used on cropland or on land to be rotated to 

crops.  Remember, grasses treated with any soil residual herbi-

cide may carry herbicide residue that can be transferred to the 

soil by hay, livestock manure or urine.   

Be sure to read and observe all label precautions.  

   Pictured above (left to right): Madison Sifford, Payton  

Bridges, Olivia Hardy, Elizabeth Kenney, Salem Sifford 

mailto:april_shaeffer@ncsu.edu
mailto:ben_chase@ncsu.edu
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Summer Grazing Clinics 

Closest clinic to Alamance County is:  

August 21, 2014- Randolph County 

Contact Jonathan_Black@ncsu.edu 

 

For a full list of all the NC summer grazing clinics 

please click here  

 

Beef Cattle Field Day 

August 23, 2014, 9:00am-2:00pm *FREE* 

Location: Butner Research Station 

Details: TBA 

 

Pasture Weed Class 

September 25, 2014, 6:00pm-8:00pm 

2 Pesticide Credits Available: K, O, D, X 

Location: Alamance County Extension Auditorium 

Registration: http://go.ncsu.edu/pastureweedclass 
 

Poultry Health Seminar    

September 30, 2014, 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Come learn about small flock health from the expert: 

Dr. Donna Carver, Poultry Vet Extension Specialist 

Location: Alamance County Extension Auditorium 

Registration: http://go.ncsu.edu/poultryhealthseminar 
 

Beef Cattle Management Series 

October 30– Handling Equipment  

November 6– Herd Health  

November 13– BQA Certification Part 1 

November 20– BQA Part 2 (Field Trip) 

Registration and Details: TBA 

 

 

 

 

 
Central Piedmont Jr.    

Livestock Show Flashback 

 

This photo was taken in   

either 1984 or 1985, Grand 

Champion Market Hog    

exhibited by Alex Braxton of 

Alamance County pictured 

here with Mr. C.W. Tilson, a 

livestock show founder (left) 

and buyer, Mr. Melvin     

Purvis.  

 

 

 

 

Cattlemen’s Association Meetings 

 
Alamance County (ACCA) 

 

Regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

from September-March, Field Day in April: 

 

 September 9– All Natural Beef  

 October 14– Heterosis 

 November 11– DMV Ag Laws 

 December 9 

 

Meetings begin at 6:30pm at Occasions in Burlington, 

unless otherwise announced. 

 
 

 

For more information regarding upcoming events 

and/or cattlemen’s association meetings,  

Please contact: 

 Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or 

336-266-0702. 
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Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of com-

mercial products or  services in this publication does not imply endorse-

ment by North Carolina State University nor discrimination against simi-

lar products or services not mentioned. 

Distributed in furtherance of the acts of  Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914. North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves 
to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability. In addition, the two Universities 
welcome all persons without regard to sexual orientation. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local 
governments cooperating. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you 

would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail, please 

call the Extension office in your county to let us know.  

mailto:Jonathan_Black@ncsu.edu
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Summer-Grazing-Educational-Calendar.pdf
http://go.ncsu.edu/pastureweedclass
http://go.ncsu.edu/poultryhealthseminar

