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The excess rain we had last year favored the development of several vegetable      

diseases.  These diseases were caused by various different fungi, bacteria, viruses 

and oomycetes.  This year, we may continue to see these diseases as a result of last 

year’s rainy weather. Gardens that had high levels of diseases last year may have 

higher soil borne pathogen levels now. These pathogens can survive in weeds and 

volunteer plants, and flooding can carry these soil borne pathogens into adjacent    

areas. Here are some things you can do to keep plant pathogens out of your garden: 
 

Use pathogen-free seed and transplants. Try to avoid using seed from previous 

years to prevent any seed borne diseases, and if you must use seed from previous 

years, consider chemical seed treatments to eliminate any pathogens in your 

seed.  (See link on page 2) 
 

Use appropriate growing practices for your garden. Provide adequate irrigation,     

fertilization and general growing conditions required for your plants. A vigorous 

plant will defend itself better from plant pathogens than one that is stressed. 
 

Use crop rotation. If you experienced disease problems last year, rotate away from 

crops that are hosts of those pathogens. 
 

Use pathogen-free water. Take steps to ensure your water sources remain    

pathogen free. 
 

Use resistant varieties when they are available. Many seed companies carry     

disease-resistant varieties. See page 2 for links to publications listing the varieties 

that have the disease resistance you need. 
 

Maintain good sanitation practices. Different pathogens can survive on soil, tools, 

weeds, insects, and volunteer plants depending on the organism. If you know you 

have a disease problem in your garden, take precautions to avoid introducing the 

pathogen into a new area by moving contaminated soil and tools. Diligently control 

insects and remove weeds, volunteer plants, and plant debris that can harbor     

pathogens. 
 

Protect your garden with preventive sprays. Most products work best as a         

preventive spray.  Plant protection compounds usually do not cure a plant disease 

once it is established, but they can prevent the pathogen from germinating and 

growing on the plant if they were applied preventively. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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Pruning at the wrong time of year  is critical for trees and shrubs that are grown for their 

flowers or fruit.  If you prune at the wrong time, you might be removing all or most of next 

year’s flowers.  Shrubs that are safe to prune in May are Flowering Almond, Azaleas 

(after the flowers have faded),  Barberry, Bayberry,  Boxwood, Camelia, Cherrylaurel, 

Daphne,  Evergreen Euonymus, Forsythia, shrub Honeysuckle, Indian Hawthorne,    

Winter Jasmine, Mahonia, Photinia, Pieris, Pittosporum, Ligustrum, Quince,         

Serviceberry, spring blooming Spirea (Bridalwreath, Snowmound), Viburnum, Weigela, 

Pussy Willow, Witchhazel, and Yew. 

For a more comprehensive list of plants and the best time to prune them, see:  

http://go.ncsu.edu/pruning_calendar 

Pruning Calendar 

 

The ideal time to plant warm season grasses is May 

thru July. Warm season grass sod will not produce 

roots unless the soil temp exceeds 55° F for several 

weeks.  Bermuda, Zoysia, and St. Augustine lawns can 

be seeded, sprigged, plugged or sodded. Cool season 

grasses should not be planted in the spring. Cool sea-

son grasses are best seeded from mid September  to 

mid October. 

All warm season grasses should be fertilized in May.  

For more information about lawns see:                   

http://go.ncsu.edu/nc_lawns  

Lawns 

 

 
 

Make growing conditions unfavorable for disease. Using plastic mulch will 

help prevent pathogens from reaching leaves and fruit through soil    

splashing.  Ensuring good drainage, using raised beds and drip irrigation, 

and promoting air  movement will help prevent disease. 
 

Know your enemy. Accurate diagnostics of the pathogen causing problems 

in your garden is the first step to controlling the disease. 

 

http://go.ncsu.edu/disease_resistant_1  

http://go.ncsu.edu/disease_resistant_2  

http://go.ncsu.edu/seed_treatment  

Beware of Pathogens  

Spring is finally here!  So lets start planting.  In May we can 

plant beans, cantaloupe, corn, cucumbers, eggplant, okra, 

southern peas, pepper plants, pumpkins, squash, sweet 

potatoes, tomato plants  and watermelon. 
 

  

For a Spring Vegetable Planting Guide see:   

http://go.ncsu.edu/spring_vege_guide  

 

 

Vegetable  Garden 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

CurrituckMasterGardeners 

Follow the Currituck Master 

Gardeners on Facebook. 

http://go.ncsu.edu/pruning_calendar
http://go.ncsu.edu/nc_lawns
http://go.ncsu.edu/disease_resistant_1
http://go.ncsu.edu/disease_resistant_2
http://go.ncsu.edu/seed_treatment
http://go.ncsu.edu/spring_vege_guide
https://www.facebook.com/CurrituckMasterGardeners
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Boxwood leafminer adults are now active in the landscape. Look for small orange flies hovering around boxwoods and for 

pupal casings sticking out of leaves. This indicates adults recently emerged. The maggots pupate in the leaf blister. As the 

adult emerges, the pupal case gets caught on the leaf. This holds the leaf in place so the adult can wriggle out. Boxwoods 

can be treated with a pyrethroid (See link below) to prevent flies from landing on the bush to lay eggs, but may lead to mite 

outbreaks. Imidacloprid will kill maggots within the leaves, but it is best to apply after flowering to protect pollinators.  
 

For more information on pyrethroid insecticides see: http://go.ncsu.edu/pyrethroids  

Azalea lace bugs are one of the most damaging pests of evergreen azaleas. They 

overwinter as eggs in azalea leaves and begin hatching in Spring. Control is best 

targeted early in the season when nymphs are present for two reasons. First, 

nymphs are easier to kill than adults and if you kill nymphs before they mature and 

lay eggs you have a better chance of clearing up the infestation. Second, the 

longer azalea lace bugs are on your plant the more damage they do. On           

evergreen azaleas this damage sticks around for a long time so plants may be 

permanently damaged.  Repeated applications of some insecticides such as 

acephate (ex. Orthene), horticulture oil, or imidacloprid may be needed to control 

lace bugs effectively. Make the first application as soon as nymphs appear in the 

spring. Follow with a second application 7 to 10 days later if needed. Repeat as 

needed at monthly intervals. Thorough coverage is essential when applying 

sprays if good control is expected. Make sure the undersides of the leaves are 

covered.  It is best to apply imidacloprid after flowering has finished and blooms 

have faded to protect pollinators. 
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Boxwood Leafminers 

Azalea Lace Bugs 

Pupae of boxwood leaf miners sticking out of 

leaves after adults emerge.  

 

Boxwoods   

infested with 

leafminers   

develop blisters 

on the lower  

leaf surface.  

 

Tiny        

maggots 

hatch and 

feed inside 

the leaf.  

 

Adult leafminer 

flies emerge over 

a two-week     

period in early 

spring just after 

the boxwoods 

have put out    

their new     

growth.  

Top: Lace Bug 

damage on 

upper leaf 

surface. 

Bottom: Lace 

Bugs &  tar 

spots on lower 

surface of the 

leaf. 

http://go.ncsu.edu/pyrethroids
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For additional information on any of the contents  

of this newsletter call or e-mail Debbie Kelso  

at 232-2262, deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu 

      

    

      

Deborah E. Kelso 

Agricultural Technician 

MISSION, VISION AND GOALS 

 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension partners with 

communities to deliver education and technology that 

enrich the lives, land and economy of North Carolina. 

 

For accommodations for persons with disabilities,  

contact the Currituck County Center at 252-232-2262 

no later than five business days prior to the event. 

 

North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless 

of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability. In addition, the two Universities welcome all persons without  

regard to sexual orientation. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local      

governments cooperating. 

Coastal NC 

Daylily  

Society 

The next meeting for the Coastal Daylily Society will 
take place on May 13, 2014 at 10:00 am. The    

meeting will be held at NC Cooperative Extension 
Currituck County Center on Hwy 158 in Barco.     

Anyone is welcome to attend.  
For more information contact Debbie Kelso            

252-232-2262 or Deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu. 

Other Events 
The Currituck Master Gardeners will be selling annuals at 

the Dare County Coastal Gardening Festival on          
May 17, 2014 in Kill Devil Hills from 9:00am to 2:00pm.          

For more information contact Debbie Kelso                    
252-232-2262 or Deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu. 
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