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The unusually cold temperatures we have experienced this winter will undoubtedly cause 

considerable damage to the plants in our landscape. Some of the damage can already be 

seen but some may not show up until much later. Most of the damage we see now may 

only be injured leaves but the stems may still be alive. There may also be injury to the 

stems but it will be difficult to tell which stems are dead and which are alive until after the 

new leaves emerge in the spring. For that reason, I would recommend waiting until the 

shrubs have had a chance to put out new leaves before doing any  pruning. Then it will be 

more evident which branches need to be pruned out or cut back. The other concern will 

be damage to the root system. Plants that have root damage may appear to be fine in the 

spring but as the summer gets hotter and drier, the plants will start to decline.   

Much of this damage comes from a lack of hardiness. Plants that are only hardy up to 

zone 8 or slightly south of us will take the most damage. In years past, we have had mild 

winters and you may have been able to grow plants that truly are not hardy here. But 

when we have a winter such as this we are reminded that not all plants are hardy in zone 

8 and we must be willing accept that on occasion these plants may not survive the winter. 

Freezing temperatures can damage plants by rupturing plant cells as ice crystals form. 

Chilling injury can occur to many tropical plants even if temperatures do not drop below  

32 °F. To avoid winter damage, select hardy plants that are appropriate for our climate.  

New growth stimulated by late summer pruning or fertilization is very susceptible to early 

frosts in the fall. Unseasonably warm weather during winter or early spring can stimulate 

the production of new growth. Cold snaps in late spring can be very damaging to this   

tender foliage. Desiccation, or drying out of evergreens, occurs when water is leaving the 

plant faster than it can take it in. During the winter months desiccation can occur if the 

ground is frozen. Water loss is greatest on a windy, sunny day. Root systems that are  

unprotected above the ground are 

very susceptible to cold  damage. 

This is especially true for plants in 

containers and planters. Extreme 

cold can also reduced flowering 

during the  following season. Pack 

potted plants close together and 

cover them with a  translucent    

plastic sheet that does not touch 

the plants. Mulch or mound soil 

around pots to insulate the roots. 
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Continue to prune your Abelias, Beautyberry, Boxwood,      

Butterfly Bush, Vitex, Cotoneaster, Crape Myrtle, Eleagnus, 

Euonymus, Gardenia, Juniper, Photinia, Privet/Ligustrum,  

Muscadine Grapes, and summer blooming Spirea such as  

Spiraea japonica, Spiraea bumalda and Goldmound Spirea.  

You can also prune ornamental grasses, fruit trees and roses. 

For a more comprehensive list of plants and the best time 

to prune them, see:  http://go.ncsu.edu/pruning_calendar 

Pruning Calendar 

 

In celebration of Arbor Day, the Currituck County 
Master Gardeners will be giving away trees on 
March 8, 2014. This event will start at 9:00 am 
and continue until the trees are gone. The trees 
are free so take advantage of this opportunity to 
add beauty to your landscape with blooming 
trees appropriate for our coastal climate. This 
year Crabapple and Persimmon trees will be 
given away. The locations for this event are the 
Food Lion in Moyock, the Food Lion in Grandy 
and the Ace Hardware  
in Corolla. For more      
information call Deborah 
Kelso at NC Cooperative 
Extension, Currituck 
County Center at        
(252) 232-2262. 

Arbor Day Tree Give Away 

 

Saturday March 22, 2014 from 1:00pm to 5:00 pm      

The Horticulture Division will showcase daffodils representing many of the more 
than one thousand varieties of blooms. The show will include photography, special 

classes for Small Growers, Youth and a large Miniature Section.  No prior          
registration is required for daffodil entries. Everyone is welcome.  

Admission is FREE! 

Entries by Exhibitors shall be accepted from: 

5:00pm to 7:00 pm Friday, March 21,
 
2014 and 

7:00am until 9:30am on Saturday, March 22, 2014 

In the Artistic Division, beautiful arrangements of daffodils will depict “Nature’s 
Wonder”.  Registration is required for this division. Persons interested in entering 
an Artistic Division flower arrangement should contact: Registrar: James Fincher, 

(252) 599-2536 or jfinchir@aol.com to register. 

 

For more information contact: NENCDS Chairman, Clay Higgins (252) 491-9268 
(clayhiggins@centurylink.net) or Debbie Kelso (252) 232-2262. 

7th Annual NE NC Daffodil Show 

If the ground ever dries out again and the  temperatures return to normal, February 

would ordinarily be a good time to start planting cabbage plants, carrots, head   

lettuce, onions, radishes, rutabagas, spinach and turnips. Both garden peas and 

edible podded peas can be planted  from January thru March. 

For a Spring Vegetable Planting Guide see:  http://go.ncsu.edu/spring_vege_guide  

Vegetable  

Garden 
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Propane users have been dealing with a shortage since early January in much of the United States. Shortages can lead to 

escalating prices and rationing of supplies making it hard for some homeowners to keep their homes warm during the        

unusually cold winter we have been having.  During times like this it is important for homeowners who rely on this fuel to   

conserve energy and reduce their energy bill.  Reducing the use of kitchen fans, bathroom fans and other ventilating fans, 

which pull air out of a room, is one way to conserve energy. Leaving a fan on too long will result in more fuel being used to 

heat the home.  You can also bundle up inside and wear multiple layers of clothing which will help to retain natural body heat, 

allowing you to lower the thermostat.  Turning the thermostat down at night and when you are away will also help. However, 

do not turn off the heating system as this could cause pipes to freeze. Significant energy savings can be achieved with each 

degree the thermostat setting is reduced.  In addition to wearing more clothing and using extra blankets, there are other 

things you can do to increase comfort when the thermostat is lowered.  Bare 

floors can be covered with rugs. Humidifying the air and shutting off the heat in   

unused rooms can also help. Check for cold drafts due to air leakage around 

doors, windows, electrical fixtures and other openings in the exposed walls and 

ceilings of the home. Seal up these drafts using caulking, weather stripping, or 

install door and window replacements. Inefficient heating and lack of insulation, 

or improperly installed insulation, can result in 50 -100 percent more heat     

energy use than necessary. (https://ag.purdue.edu/extension/eden/Pages/

Propane-Conservation.aspx) 

For more information on ways to conserve energy see:  http://go.ncsu.edu/save_energy  

Energy Conservation 

Establishing a new lawn or renovating an old lawn can sometimes be a daunting task. What to do and when to do it will     

depend upon the type of grass you are growing. Cool season grasses, such as Fescue, typically do not do well in our climate.  

Warm season grasses like Bermuda and Centipede usually do much better. Cool season grasses are generally best seeded 

from late August to mid-October. Warm season grasses may be planted from seed, sprigs, plugs or sod.  The ideal time to 

plant is May through July.  A soil sample should be taken prior to planting to determine soil pH and nutrient requirements. 

Centipede grass prefers acidic soils and low levels of phosphorus.  Follow the soil test report recommendations for applying 

lime and fertilizer. Incorporate lime, fertilizer and organic matter into the top 6 to 8 inches of the soil using a rototiller. Two to 

three weeks after seed emergence, when new seedlings are about 1 to 2 inches high apply a starter fertilizer to the soil     

surface.  Do not apply any herbicides until after the lawn has been mown 3 times. To maintain an established lawn, apply  

fertilizer according to the chart below. 

Monthly Application Rates of Nitrogen — Pounds per 1000 sq ft  

Turf               Feb.    Mar.    Apr.    May    Jun.    Jul.     Aug.    Sept.    Oct.    Nov.      Total 
Bermuda                                     1         1        1         1                                              4 
Centipede                                                                   .5                                                                    0.5 
Fescue                             1                   1                     1            3  
St. Augustine                                                    .5       .5         1        .5                           2.5 
Zoysia                                                    1                   .5                   .5               2  

Establishing a New Lawn 

http://go.ncsu.edu/save_energy
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For additional information on any of the contents  

of this newsletter call or e-mail Debbie Kelso  

at 232-2262, deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu 

      

    

      

Deborah E. Kelso 

Agricultural Technician 

MISSION, VISION AND GOALS 

 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension partners with 

communities to deliver education and technology that 

enrich the lives, land and economy of North Carolina. 

 

For accommodations for persons with disabilities,  

contact the Currituck County Center at 252-232-2262 

no later than five business days prior to the event. 

 

North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless 

of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability. In addition, the two Universities welcome all persons without  

regard to sexual orientation. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local      

governments cooperating. 

Coastal NC 

Daylily  

Society 

The Coastal North Carolina Daylily Society extends 
an open invitation to come hear a special guest 
speaker. Dan Hansen from Ladybug Daylilies will be 
speaking at the next Daylily Society meeting on 
March 26, 2014. Dan has been a daylily hybridizer for 
15 years and has a large daylily farm in Florida. Dan 
has registered 464 daylilies with the American 
Hemerocallis Society.  The meeting will start at 
10:00am at NC Cooperative Extension, Currituck 
County Center located at 120 Community Way in 
Barco off Hwy 158. Admission is free and the public 
is welcome. For more information contact the society 
president, Chris Shea vetcycler@yahoo.com or Deb-
bie Kelso 252-232-2262. 
 

For more information about Dan Hansen see:  
http://ladybugdaylilies.com/   
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