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Indian wax scale insects are tiny, brownish-purple females with microscopic legs 

and a thick covering of sticky, white wax. There are no males. Indian wax scales 

begin to lay eggs in March. By late May, tiny crawlers hatch and move about, 

searching for a place to feed. Feeding occurs mostly along the twigs. Once the 

crawlers insert their sucking, mouthparts into the host plant, they do not change  

locations again. The crawlers then secrete the waxy covering from which the name 

is derived. The young Indian wax scales mature throughout the summer, producing 

a thicker waxy covering and becoming increasingly tolerant to pesticides. This time 

of year the scales are quite large and are very noticeable.   

A severe infestation of Indian wax scale detracts from the host plant's appearance 

because of the many white scales and the copious honeydew that they secrete. A 

black fungus called sooty mold grows in the slightly sugary honeydew, further     

disfiguring the host plant. Handpicking the adult scales in winter is an effective   

control measure for small shrubs.  The scales should be destroyed after removal 

and not just tossed to the ground. The Indian wax scale can be very difficult to   

control during much of the year because the insect is protected from contact       

insecticides by a waxy cover.  However, the young crawlers are extremely          

susceptible to pesticides. Therefore control measures should target the crawler 

stage in late May or June.   

Insecticides with systemic activity will target insects that are  feeding. Products with 

systemic activity, reside within the plant and are less harmful to natural               

enemies. Products containing the active ingredient imidacloprid have systemic    

activity. Horticulture oils will also provide good control for soft scale insects. 

For more information on Indian Wax Scale see: http://go.ncsu.edu/indian_wax  

Indian Wax Scale Adult 

Indian Wax Scale in 

the Crawler Stage 

http://go.ncsu.edu/indian_wax


Peak Season Soil Sample Fees 

The Agronomic Division of the N. C. Department of Agricul-

ture and Consumer Services recently announced that a $4 

fee per sample will be charged for soil samples that arrive at 

the Soil Lab in Raleigh during the peak season (December 

through March).  To make sure your soil samples arrive on 

time and are entered into the system prior to December 1, 

please plan to send your samples by November 15
th
.  

If you send samples during the peak season when the $4 

fee applies, clients will need to pay in advance of sending 

samples, either by  using a credit card on-line or using an 

escrow account.  The on-line credit card payment system 

will be in place by late fall on the Agronomic Division      

website,  http://www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/pals/ 

Soil sample boxes and information sheets are available at 

the Currituck Extension Center.  Please call 252-232-2262 

for more information.  
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Pruning Calendar 

Pruning most trees and shrubs is not recom-

mended during October.  Limit  pruning activi-

ties to dead heading faded flowers, correcting 

damage, removing dead branches and fixing 

structural defects. Pruning will resume again in  

November.  For a more comprehensive list of 

plants and the best time to prune them, see:          

http://go.ncsu.edu/pruning_calendar   

Bare soil has no living roots to maintain beneficial microbes at 

high populations through the winter. Consider planting cover 

crops in your garden to keep the soil healthy and suppress 

weeds.  Fall is a good time to set out strawberry plants.    

Strawberries established in the fall have a much higher yield 

the  following season. It is a good idea to use a mulch (black 

plastic, weed control fabric, pine straw, wheat straw or fine 

ground pine bark) to keep plants and berries from touching the 

soil. Strawberries generally are productive for two years before 

plants succumb to diseases.  

For more information on growing strawberries see:            

http://go.ncsu.edu/strawberry  

Vegetable Garden  

 

Raise the mowing height 1/2” to protect        

Bermuda and Centipede laws from winter kill.  

Apply pre-emergence herbicides now to control 

winter annual and perennial broadleaf weeds 

like chickweed and henbit.  Fall is the best time 

to control white grubs in the lawn.  From       

November through February the grubs will be 

too deep in the ground for treatments to be         

effective. 

 

For more information about lawn care see:  

http://go.ncsu.edu/nc_lawns  

Lawn Care 

Black Sooty Mold      

Sooty molds are fungi that grow microscopic threads that 

become so abundant they cause plants to appear dark 

and sooty. They develop in honeydew, a sweet, sticky 

liquid excreted by aphids, scales and other sucking insect 

pests that feed on plants. Sooty molds not only lessen the 

aesthetic value of ornamental plants, they also lower the 

vigor of plants by blocking sunlight essential for photosyn-

thesis. The combination of feeding by a large number of 

aphids or scales and the heavy coating of sooty molds 

may cause plant health to decline over time. The first step 

in control of sooty molds is to suppress the aphids, scales 

or other pests that are excreting the honeydew. If one of 

the horticultural oils is used for control, it also has the   

advantage of helping to loosen sooty molds from the plant 

surface. This hastens the weathering away of the sooty 

molds.  

Sooty Mold 

http://www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/pals/
http://go.ncsu.edu/pruning_calendar
http://go.ncsu.edu/strawberry
http://www.lawncare.ncsu.edu/


 

Master Gardener Workshops 

Currituck Master Gardeners Doris Flattum and Shelly 

Murray will be holding a workshop on October 11th at 

9:30 am.  The class will be held at 101 Forbes Lane in 

Harbinger, rain or shine.  The cost for this workshop is 

$10 to cover materials.  Call 252-491-2390 to pre-

register.  The workshop will give participants the     

opportunity to make Hypertufa pots, concrete leaf    

castings and / or stepping stones.    
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Plants, Pests and Pathogens Webinar 

A two hour webinar on Horticulture, Entomology and 

Plant Pathology will be offered on October 22, 2013 from 

10:00 am  to 12:00 pm at the Currituck County Extension 

Center. The webinar is free and will cover a wide variety 

of topics related to plants, insects and plant diseases.  

For more  information and a list of guest speakers see:  

http://go.ncsu.edu/ppp_schedule   

This event is open to the public.  To register for this pro-

gram go to:  http://go.ncsu.edu/pppoctober2013  

 

Does your garden get you frazzled? Are you overwhelmed by all the gotta do’s? Nationally recognized garden writer and 
speaker Felder Rushing has the answers. He will be speaking at the Currituck Cooperative Extension Center on        
Saturday, October 19 at 10 am.  Rushing’s down-home Southern humor will keep you laughing while his stunning     
photography will demonstrate the art of “Slow Gardening Around the Sound.” He will offer ideas for sustainable          
gardening and show how you can break free of rules and savor your garden through all seasons. A book signing will   
follow the talk.  You can visit his web site at http://www.felderrushing.net/    

The program is hosted by Albemarle area Extension Master Gardeners and is open to the public. Tickets are $10 a    
person. For more information and to purchase tickets, call  252-232-2262. 

  

Felder Rushing 

Felder Rushing 

Felder Rushing’s 
garden-in-a-truck 
is a fixture at his 
garden talks. 

 

Dr. Duane Harding, coordinator for the Children’s Miniature Land-

scapes program at the Virginia Flower and Garden Expo, will be speak-

ing at 1:00 pm on November 6th at the Currituck County Extension 

Center. Dr. Harding was the weather man for WTKR from 1990 to 

1996.  This event is free and open to the public.  To register for this 

program go to:  http://go.ncsu.edu/harding  

http://go.ncsu.edu/ppp_schedule
http://go.ncsu.edu/pppoctober2013
http://www.felderrushing.net/
http://go.ncsu.edu/harding
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North Carolina Cooperative Extension partners with 

communities to deliver education and technology that 

enrich the lives, land and economy of North Carolina. 

 

For accommodations for persons with disabilities,  

contact the Currituck County Center at 252-232-2262 

no later than five business days prior to the event. 
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The Northeast North Carolina Daffodil Society  

Membership Meeting will feature American Daffodil 

Society member Brent Heath the noted garden and 

daffodil presenter, garden writer, and co-owner of 

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs from Gloucester, VA.      

Mr. Heath will speak on the subject of ‘Undaunted 

Daffodils’ and how to create your own collection of 

daffodils for garden and show. The speaker will be 

followed by our bulb exchange and a pot luck 

lunch.  The  public is invited.   

The  meeting and bulb exchange will be held at the 

NC Cooperative Extension Currituck County Center 

on Saturday October 26, 2013 from 10:00 am to 

2:00 pm.   

file:///H:/Downloads/deborah_kelso@ncsu.edu

