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I have about a month behind me so far and am already overwhelmed with the 

kindness that everyone has shown to me in the counties.  I am originally from 

Snow Camp, NC in Alamance County and it is just great to be back home after 

a couple of years.  I graduated from North Carolina State University in 2010 

with a degree in Agricultural and Extension Education with a minor in Animal 

Science.  I started working for Cooperative Extension in May of 2010 with my 

internship in Chatham County and then was hired on temporarily until my life 

took me to the Southeast.  From Chatham, I went on to become the 4-H Agent 

in Pender County and was there for two years.  I 

grew up in 4-H and FFA showing dairy cattle and 

competing on various judging/quiz bowl teams.  I 

was also on the NC high school rodeo team and 

still continue to rodeo today.  My family has a farm 

in Snow Camp, NC where we raise broilers and 

beef cattle.  I really enjoy working with people and 

educating them about livestock.  This work is a 

true passion of mine and I think you will see that when you visit with me!  I 

encourage you to give me a call and/or stop by to introduce yourself to me and 

set-up a farm visit so I can get to know you and your farm.  Please fill out the 

attached livestock survey so I can determine the livestock needs in each coun-

ty.  You can either mail the survey to either county office address or bring it by 

either office location.   I am very excited to be here in Alamance and Orange 

Counties as the Livestock Agent and cannot wait to start meeting everyone!  

     Sincerely, 

      

     Lauren B. Langley 

New Livestock Agent is Hired! 
Lauren Langley started on March 18, 2013 

alamance.ces.ncsu.edu
orange.ces.ncsu.edu
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Summer is quickly approaching, are you ready for fly sea-

son?  Producers tend to see economic losses associated 

with flies because they suck blood from the cattle and they 

also spread cattle diseases such as pinkeye.   

There are two major types of flies that affect cattle in 

North Carolina, the horn fly and the face fly.  The horn fly 

got it’s name because it does rest on the horns of cattle 

while on modern polled cattle the flies tend to rest on the 

withers, back and sides but the flies also spend time on the 

undersides of cattle where most of the biting occurs.  

 

Losses associated with horn fly infestations have been 

studied extensively.  The crucial level of flies for losses to 

begin to occur is 200-250.  If either young animals or cows 

have this many flies or more than treatment will result in 

increased weight gains.  Studies done at Texas A&M Uni-

versity have documented average increases in weaned calf 

weights of 20-27 pounds when effective control of horn 

flies is implemented. 

 
The face fly is larger and more robust than the horn fly.  

As the name implies these flies prefer to be on the face and 

consume the secretion form the eyes and nostrils.  They are 

particularly important because they transmit the pinkeye 

organism from one animal to another and because they 

damage the cornea of the eye during feeding and thus al-

low a port of entry for the pinkeye-causing organism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A number of methods and products are available for the 

control of cattle flies.  More emphasis has been placed on 

horn fly control, perhaps because their study is easier and 

because they are generally easier to control.  The topical 

products that are currently approved for control and availa-

ble fit into four major categories: organophosphates 

(OP’s), Pyrethroids, organochlorines and endecto-

cides.  Pyrethroids have, to date, given the best face fly 

control because of their ability to cause rapid knock down.  

Other products that are approved for fly control are feed-

through and rumen bolus products that prevent fly devel-

opment in manure pats.  Since both horn flies and face 

flies lay their eggs in manure and the development pro-

ceeds there, inhibiting compounds will prevent the hatch-

ing of flies.  An important consideration in the use of these 

products is the availability of other untreated cattle in the 

proximity.  If there are many neighbors (within 1-5 miles) 

with cattle who do not use these control products produc-

ers often see little benefit from mineral and bolus treat-

ments for flies.  

When making decisions about fly control it is important to 

realize that there are many effective programs.  Producers 

should develop a program for their operations which is 

cost effective and most convenient.  Some of the factors to 

consider when developing a fly control program for a herd 

include: 

Young cattle should receive more attention than older cat-

tle.  Because they are growing decreases in gain effect in-

come directly. 

Young cattle are much more susceptible to pinkeye. 

Fly tags are convenient but have some drawbacks. 

Full season control from fly tags, especially for face 

flies, is generally not possible. 

Horn flies developed resistance to the original pyre-

throid eartags quite rapidly.  Newer pyrethroids and 

OP’s have been slower to have resistance devel-

op.  Combination pyrethroid and OP products are quite 

good against resistant flies in theory. No resistance to 

endectocides has been reported. 

The use of two fly tags (one in each ear) extends con-

trol by only 10-14 days in most areas. 

Dustbags, oilers, face mops and other “self medica-

tors” can be very effective because they provide for 

long-term high concentrations of insecticides on cattle. 

Locations for “self-medicators” must be carefully cho-

sen so that cattle will get frequent contact. 

    Continued on Page 3 

Summer Fly Control on Cattle 
Source: W. Dee Whittier, DVM Extension Veterinarian, Cattle- Department of Large Animal Clinical Sciences 

VA-MD Regional College of Veterinary Medicine  
(Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, and Virginia State University) 

Horn Fly 

Face Fly 
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Forage Management Tips 
From Production and Utilization of Pastures and Forages in North Carolina. 

May 

 

Plant warm-season perennial grasses such as 

switchgrass, flaccidgrass, common bermudagrass, 

gamagrass, and bluestem. 

Plant summer annuals at two-week intervals to stag-

ger the forage availability. 

Fertilize warm-season grasses with nitrogen after each 

cutting or every four to six weeks on pastures. 

If irrigation is available, hybrid bermudagrass sprigs 

may be planted, but weed control will be essential. 

Spray pasture weeds while they are small (3 inches) 

for most effective control. 

Do not apply nitrogen to fescue or orchardgrass pas-

tures after April until August. 

 

June    

 

Take soil samples from fields which will be overseed-

ed or planted during the autumn.  Apply limestone as 

far in advance of planting as possible. 

A late planting of summer annuals may be made to 

extend forage supply. 

To stimulate warm-season grass yields, apply nitro-

gen after each cutting or every four to six weeks. 

Graze bermudagrass close (1 to 2-inch stubble), and, 

every four to six weeks, harvest any growth that has 

not been grazed.  Cross fencing is a practical tool to 

help manage feed quality. 

Control summer pasture weeds before they get too tall 

and mature. 

July  

 
Stick to a four to six week schedule of nitrogen appli-

cations on summer grasses.  Do not delay applications 

because of dry weather unless it has not rained at all 

since previous application. 

Maintain harvesting frequency for quality hay. 

Hot, dry weather can result in nitrate and prussic acid 

poisoning of animals grazing stunted, highly fertilized 

summer annuals. 

Sample soils and apply lime on fields to be planted in 

the autumn. 

If cool-season forages are to be planted in the fall on a 

prepared seedbed of old sods, it is time to get the land 

prepared so clods and root mass have time to settle 

before planting. 

Get silage harvesting equipment ready (sharpen 

knives, purchase plastic for covering silo) so there 

will be no delays when the crop is ready. 

Decide which fescue pastures will be stockpiled for 

winter grazing.  Nitrogen (60 to 80 pounds/acre) 

should be applied August 1 in the mountains and be-

tween August 7 and September 1 elsewhere.          

Continued from Page 2 

 

Fly control is a must is these 

hard economic times when 

you want to get the most out 

of your cattle and cannot 

afford diseases to spread and 

weight loss to occur.  The 

chart to the right shows the 

different levels of fly control 

and what is acceptable     

before you start treating for 

horn flies. 

 

 

 
 

To visit us on the internet and on   
Facebook! 

 

Alamance County website: alamance.ces.ncsu.edu 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/

AlamanceNCCES?ref=hl 

 

Orange County website: orange.ces.ncsu.edu 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Orange-County-Cooperative-

 

alamance.ces.ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/AlamanceNCCES?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/AlamanceNCCES?ref=hl
orange.ces.ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Orange-County-Cooperative-Extension/187529001268950?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Orange-County-Cooperative-Extension/187529001268950?ref=hl
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Common Hoof Problems in Horses 
Source: Craig Wood, University of Kentucky  

 

There are many problems than can occur within a horse’s 

hoof.  This article addresses four common problems: ab-

scess, cracks, sole bruises, and corns. 

 

Abscess 
 

Abscess is an infection of the sensitive tissue of the foot. 

Abscesses result in varying degrees of lameness, depending 

on the severity of the abscess. Symptoms include the hoof 

being hot and an increased pulse. The abscess will take the 

path of least resistance and migrate up the hoof and break 

out at the coronary band. Once the abscess begins to drain, 

lameness usually subsides. 

Abscesses can be located with hoof testers. Paring the area 

of the sole identified by the hoof testers is the quickest way 

to relieve pain and lameness. The sole will have a dryer, 

harder texture below the site of the infection. As the sole is 

thinned over the site of the abscess, it will become softer and 

spongy. Once the pus pocket is reached and drainage is initi-

ated, pain subsides. Once drainage is established, flush the 

abscess with hydrogen peroxide or other suitable solutions. 

Irrigate the abscess with a germicide (iodine) and pack with 

a drawing agent (ichthammol). In persistent cases, a salve 

poultice applied directly on the hoof or soaking with epsom 

salts is required to draw the abscess to the surface. 

Avoid cutting a large hole in the hoof when pairing or open-

ing the abscess. In most cases, the less hoof removed, the 

quicker the horse can recover and return to active use. 

 

Cracks 

 
A hoof crack is a visible vertical crack in the hoof wall. 

Cracks are referred to by location, such as toe, quarter, heel, 

or bar crack. Cracks run parallel to the tubules of the hoof. 

Cracks can be superficial to the hoof wall or can deeply pen-

etrate the sensitive structures of the 

hoof. Dry and brittle hooves crack 

more easily than healthy hooves. 

Treatment consists mainly of im-

mobilizing the hoof crack, thus 

permitting sound hoof wall to grow 

down from the coronary band. Sta-

bilizing cracking may involve side 

clips, burning the top of the crack, 

applying an acrylic, or rasping a 

half moon shape under the crack to remove the pressure that 

occurs when weight is applied on the hoof. 

 

Sole Bruises 

 
Sole bruises appear as red spots or specks on the sole and 

frog. They vary in size due to the extent of the blood vessels 

affected in the sensitive structures. The white line or the hoof 

wall also may be red. Sole bruises are caused by trauma 

from a sharp object or excessive weight-bearing of the sole 

on rocky ground. Barefoot horses should be trimmed so they 

walk on the hoof wall. Hooves that are trimmed too short are 

easily bruised on any ground. A bruised sole can be protect-

ed by shoeing with a pad and a flat concave shoe. Sole bruis-

es rarely cause lameness unless they are severe. However, 

horses walking on hard surfaces may have tender hooves for 

a day or so due to a sole bruise.  

 

Corns 
 

Corns can be classified as dry or moist. Corns start out as 

bruises of the sensitive sole in the angle formed by the hoof 

wall and bars. This angle, where the wall and bars meet, is 

the seat area where corns originate. A dry corn is a red bruise 

in the seat of the corn area. The redness is caused by the 

horn tubular filling with blood from a ruptured vessel. A 

moist corn is yellow, with serum present. 

Corns are caused by unequal pressure and concussion creat-

ed by a conformational fault or faulty trimming. Corns can 

be caused by overtrimming the heels, heel calks (heel shoes 

that have small cleats on the end of the shoes), short-heeled 

shoes, unlevel shoes (shoes that have not been leveled 

properly after being shaped to fit the hoof but are simply 

nailed on the hoof), or leaving the shoes on too long. 

Corns can be prevented by eliminating the causes. Pressure 

on the corn seat also may be relieved by trimming the sole 

between the bars and the hoof wall so that it is 1/8 inch low-

er than the wall. 
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2013 Livestock Survey 
Your feedback is valuable in planning educational programs! 

Link to fill out survey online: http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/surveybuilder/form.cfm?testID=16802  
****If you do not have access to the internet, please fill out the survey below and return it via mail or hand-deliver to the      

Alamance or Orange County Cooperative Extension Office.**** 

 

1.  What type(s) of animals do you own and how many? Cattle______ Poultry____ Swine_____ Horses______             

Donkeys_____ Goats_____ Sheep______ Other:__________________ 

  

2.  Please list some topics of interest for educational program meetings. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

3.  What issues do you think are facing agriculture/livestock industry today?   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

4.  When would you prefer to attend an educational program?  

Weekdays (8-5pm)___ Weeknights (after 5pm)_____ Weekend Days_____ Weekend Nights______ 

  

Contact Information:   

 

Name:________________________________________      E-mail:_______________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________     

               ______________________________________      Telephone:____________________________________ 
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Upcoming Events 
 

June 13: Livestock Judging Clinic @ NCSU Beef Educa-

tional Unit, FMI Contact: Brent Jennings: 

brent_jennings@ncsu.edu or 919-515-4467 

 

June 14: Skillathon Clinic @ NCSU Beef Educational Unit, 

FMI Contact: Brent Jennings: brent_jennings@ncsu.edu or 

919-515-4467 

 

July 27: Central North Carolina Showmanship Clinic in 

Greensboro, NC, FMI Contact: Brent Jennings: 

brent_jennings@ncsu.edu or 919-515-4467 

  

Upcoming Shows 

June 21-22: Central Carolina District Junior Dairy Show @ 

Central Carolina Dairy Barn, FMI Contact Marti Day at 

marti_day@ncsu.edu or 919-691-3062  

 

July 30-31: Guilford County and Greensboro District Jun-

ior Dairy Shows @ Greensboro Extension Office Dairy 

Barn,  FMI Contact Marti Day at marti_day@ncsu.edu or 

919-691-3062  

 

August 10: 1st Annual Guilford County Junior Livestock 

Show (Steer, Heifer, Sheep & Goats) at the Guilford County 

Agricultural Center.  This show is part of the 20 county 

Farm Credit Showmanship Circuit.   

 

The Guilford County Junior 

Livestock Show is open to 

youth 5-19 years old and en-

rolled in 4H Club or FFA 

program in their school.  Any 

students or parents with ques-

tions pertaining to the live-

stock show should contact 

Ben Chase, Extension Livestock Agent in Guilford & Rock-

ingham Counties at 800-666-3625, ben_chase@ncsu.edu or 

Livestock Show Committee Chair, Rhonda Ingram at 978-

5897.  

 

Youth Livestock CornerYouth Livestock CornerYouth Livestock Corner   

http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/surveybuilder/form.cfm?testID=16802
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April 
 

FAMACHA and Fecal Egg Count Training for Goats 

Thursday, April 25, 2013, 9:00am-3:00pm 
Celebrity Dairy, 144 Celebrity Dairy Way  Siler City, NC 27344  

Jean-Marie Luginbuhl, NCSU Extension Specialist will be 

there providing a hands-on training session for the FAMA-

CHA parasite evaluation system and to teach us all to con-

duct a fecal egg count on manure samples. 

Workshop Cost: $20 (certification & lunch) 

Please RSVP (limited to 25): Contact Marti Day at       

marti_day@ncsu.edu or 919-691-3062  

May 
Piedmont Regional Beef Conference 

Thursday, May 2, 2013, 1:30-8:00pm 

Guilford County Extension Office 

3309 Burlington Rd. Greensboro, NC 27405 

Pre-Registration $10 (before April 26); $15 at the door 

 

Beef Quality Assurance Workshop 

Tuesday, May 21, 2013, 12:00-4:30pm 

The Carolina Stockyards- Siler City, NC 

To register, please contact the Chatham County Center ei-

ther by emailing extension.programs@chathamnc.org   or 

by calling 919-542-8202 

 

The fee for BQA Certification will be $15.00 for members, 

or $40.00 for non-members of the NC Cattlemen’s Associa-

tion (which includes one year NCCA membership).   

 

June 
Native Grasses in Forage Systems 

Tuesday, June 18, 2013, 9:00am-4:00pm 

Millbridge Ruritan Building, 490 Sloan Rd. Mount Ulla, 

NC 28125 

Cost: $7.00 for Hamburger Lunch (bring $7 day of event) 

*Certification Credits Offered* 

For more information please contact John Isenhour at 704-

637-2400 x101 

Registration Required by June 1, 2013– register at: http://

ncnativegrassesforage.eventbright.com  

 
 

Cattlemen’s Association Meetings 

 
Alamance County 

 

No meetings until September, then regular meetings on 

the 2nd Tuesday of the month from September-March: 

 

September 10 

October 8 

November 12 

December 10 

 

Meeting begins at 6:30pm at Occasions in Burlington. 

 

Orange-Durham Counties 

 

No meetings until October: 

 

October 7 

December 2 

 

Meeting begins at 6:30pm at Schley Grange in Hills-

borough. 
 

 

For more information regarding upcoming events and/

or cattlemen’s association meetings please contact 

Lauren Langley at lauren_langley@ncsu.edu or 336-

266-0702. 
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Disclaimer - The use of brand names and any mention or listing of 

commercial products or  services in this publication does not imply 

endorsement by North Carolina State University nor discrimination 

against similar products or services not mentioned. 

Distributed in furtherance of the acts of  Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914. North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves 
to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability. In addition, the two Universities 
welcome all persons without regard to sexual orientation. North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local 
governments cooperating. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or if you 

would rather receive an electronic copy via e-mail, please 

call the Extension office in your county to let us know.  

http://ncnativegrassesforage.eventbright.com
http://ncnativegrassesforage.eventbright.com

