[image: image1.png]National Children's Center
for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety














4
Special Project and Pilot Study Funds (Mini-grant Program): Year 2007-2008
Purpose

The purpose of the “Mini-grant” program of the National Children’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety (NCCRAHS) is to support small-scale projects and pilot studies that address prevention of childhood agricultural disease and injury.  Funds are allocated to support projects that: a) test innovative strategies, b) strengthen partnerships between safety professionals, agricultural organizations, and the media, and c) translate research findings into practical applications.

Eligibility

Individuals affiliated with community-based organizations, public or private institutions or units of local or state government, or tribal government throughout the United States are eligible to apply for funds. Applicants are encouraged to collaborate with NIOSH Agricultural Research Centers (http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/agctrhom.html) or universities on project design and evaluation.  High priority will be given to organizations that are building their capacity in childhood agricultural health and safety.  
Priority Topics

The report from the 1996 National Action Plan and the 2001 Summit on Childhood Agricultural Injury Prevention (http://www.marshfieldclinic.org/nfmc/pages/default.aspx?page=nccrahs_reports) serve as a guide to national initiatives related to children’s agricultural health and safety.  Each application must clearly indicate how it is addressing a national priority in childhood agricultural injury prevention.

Highest funding priority will be given to:

a) 
Projects that address underserved populations (e.g., immigrant workers’ children, Anabaptists, African Americans, and Native Americans).  

b) Proposals that generate new collaborations with agricultural organizations and/or media.

c) Interventions that test methods to motivate adults to use the North American Guidelines for Children’s Agricultural Tasks (NAGCAT), construct safe play areas on farms, use off-site childcare, use Agritourism: Health and Safety Guidelines for Children; or interventions to assist employers in safety training and supervision of hired adolescent farm workers.
Note:  Projects that are not novel or specific to agriculture will not be funded.

Application Process

Applicants may submit a paper or electronic proposal that clearly states the points noted in sections A to J below.  The recommended proposal length is 3-6 pages, single-spaced (or equivalent).  The application should not exceed 8 pages. All pages of the proposal must be numbered.  Appendices may be included if highly relevant to the proposal and will not count towards the maximum page limit.  Please direct questions regarding the application process to Marlene Stueland at 1-800-662-6900 or stueland.marlene@mcrf.mfldclin.edu.  Programmatic questions such as priority topics, fundable ideas, or potential collaborators may be directed to Barbara Lee, PhD, at 1-800-662-6900 or lee.barbara@mcrf.mfldclin.edu.  All applicants will receive an email confirmation within five days of submission of their application.  In addition, please complete and submit with the proposal the completed Contact Information Form which has been included with this call for proposals.
Proposal Outline (8 Pages Maximum)
A. Cover Page:  Title & Contact Information
B. Project Goal
C. Background and Significance
D. Project Design/Methods
E. Implications for Future Studies/Programs
F. Evaluation Plan

G. Biosketch/Resume of project director
 (and project team if relevant)      
H. Timeline & Dissemination plans
I. Budget 

J.  Appendices (only if highly relevant)

Evaluation

Applicants are encouraged to consult an evaluation guide for assistance in this topic.  An example of a guide is “Evaluation Guidebook for Community Youth Safety Programs” at http://research.marshfieldclinic.org/children/Resources/evalGuidebook.htm.  Participants may also want to consult the CDC’s evaluation guidebook “Demonstrating Your Program’s Worth, A Primer on Evaluation for Programs to Prevent Unintentional Injury” found at http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/pub-res/demonstr.htm.

Budget

A maximum of $15,000 may be requested.  The budget request must indicate the requested amount and justification for each category (i.e. personnel, travel, supplies, and consultants).  Institutional indirect costs must be included as part of the budget as a separate line item.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to determine indirect cost issues with his/her institution.  The institution’s indirect cost agreement must be included with your application if the budget includes this line item.

Review Criteria
Proposals will be peer-reviewed using the following criteria: a) alignment with the purpose of mini-grant program, b) eligibility requirements, c) priority topics outlined in the call for proposals, 
d) adequacy of project design and methods, e) strength of the evaluation plan, f) likelihood of expanding the knowledge base of childhood agricultural injury prevention, and g) likelihood of increasing regional or national awareness and activities regarding childhood farm safety.
Funding

Only one applicant per organization will be awarded for Fiscal Year 2008.  We anticipate awarding at least four projects.  Applicants will be notified of award decision by August 25, 2007and funds will become available October 1, 2007.   Funds must be expended by September 29, 2008.  

Reporting Requirements

Recipients will be required to submit a brief six-month progress report and a final report.  Reports should contain information including, but not limited to, changes to original proposal, outcomes, lessons learned, and future implications.  A template will be made available for recipients to use when preparing their reports.

Application Deadline: July 14, 2007 (by postal mail or electronic mail)

Submit Cover Letter, Proposal and Contact Information Form (electronic or paper copy) to:

Marlene Stueland, Manager 
National Farm Medicine Center 
Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation 
1000 North Oak Avenue 
Marshfield WI  54449-5790 
Telephone:  1-800-662-6900 
715-389-3754 or 715-389-4999 
Fax:  715-389-4996 
email: stueland.marlene@mcrf.mfldclin.edu
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