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Disease resistance and adaptability are two important qualities to look for when choosing greenhouse varieties.

By Rosemary 0. Gordon
Mniaging Tt

HEM choosing vieseluble
variciies for the gneen-
bsuese 105 drmpor Lt o

[athor disense resistance, performimnee,
saned adaptabilivy e comsiderulion,
According e Glen Kaulmian, presi-
dent ol Pararmount Seeds, e, o imn-
dependent seed distributor in Palo
CiLy, FL, there ure several varielics
ol dumaloes, peppers, lelioce, aond vu-
cumnibers that, 1o his caperience, e
witlely wsed and workowell for ey
wreenhouse priwers,

Top Tomatoes

[ the area
of beefsteak
Lnaloes,
Eaulman
aiys Trust. a
variety from
Cre Rudler Seeds, Ine,, has proven
Lo b wowidely adaptable and
cunsislenl perforner.

OTering wopoud yield o e
Murthern LS, e says, s Rapsodie
Cronn Swogenla Seeds Ine., Rogers

Brund Vegetalle Seeds, Al of the
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above mentioned varees silso are
résisiant (o ohacoo mosaic virns
five races of enlensproiamicla-
|||'-'-.]'u'.r||m'._ fusanum race 1 and 2,
and fusanom crovaen and root eot [T
POy r“..'—lj. mildesw 15 a2 concemn, he
save Grace and Style, bath from
e Bungr, are potential choices
According 1o Kaofman, clusier
harvest growers often use Clarance
froom De-Buiter hecause it holds
berier on the vine than other van-
eries and s large enongh 10 be sold
a5 a heefareak omato when fruir is
losr from a cluster.

| Cool
Cucumbers
L vom gre
| looking fora
SIro I'IIS' Cik-

| cumber vari-

~ ely. Kaufman
sugeests Bologna from Rijk
Zwaan. "I has pood leneth and
good color and ahigh fevel of pow-
dery mildew tolerance without be-
i1'|g bad for leal necrozis in 2hort
dave.” save Kautman

Kasje from Munhems. & Duich

cupplier. has had good trial resulie

pry ol soed 15 seaeting o bae nsed
commaereially. This promising vuri-
eiy alse has oo level of powdery
milelew wilerance, with good viclds
amel fruit guality, adds Eaulman,
Acmew treod in cocumibers is U
Hent Alpha, which s seedless and thin
skimmed, like the Tong Duwh or Eng-
bish types. These frual, ulse known us
mink cukos, are abdoul & inches long,
Thisis wsmall segment ol the cu-
cumber catcgory, bul Kaulimun says
it fuss eremendous prowth potential.
There arc many vuriclics availuable
for growens o try including Sy
{Hareru Scods). Delia Stur(Rijk
Zowaan), Muanar {De Ruiter), Alamir,
and Kian (hoth (rom MNanhems),
According w Nicole L, Shaw. s¢-
nior biolomeal seientist ul the Prg-
rected Ag Project at the Universily
ot Uloerda, che min cucumbors are
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In The Greenhouse
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besl suited Lor grecnhouse producion.
“Thay are belter suled 1o the high heat
aneh infense sunlight of Hlords than Fa-
ropedan-type cncnmbers”

Shaw agrees with Kantman, citing
some of his picks as good performers
she says the best enltivars recently tested
are Pigaro (D Roiters), Manar, Sarawat

(De Ruiters)h, Meitay (Hozeral, and Sarig.

“Figare s the shortest (4.4 inches
Fong ), Bl produced the highest numiber
ol [ruil per plumd,” she says, " Manar,
Surawal, Meatay, and Sang prodoced
hgh yiehd with simibar froir saze charac.
teristics (nhou 5.5 inches long . Manar
andl Sarawal were more powdery mildew
resistant thon Meitay or Sarig, but vields
were nol diflerent. Froit guality wis cx-
wellenl sl all ol the vancoes.”

Acthird catepony s the snack cucim-
ber which s ahour 4 inches Tong,
Tlhere are some peaple aking the b
meh cocambers and harvestng them
pnaturely ar that lengtly. bot the
shelilife isn'tall it could be " says

Kaufman. “I'his is experimental, bt 7
[Promising new marker seomeant’””

Perfect Peppers

Asmall seg-
ment of greci-
house growers
FALSES YICEn
peppers. Iihey
do produce green peppers, they shin-
ply harvest red ones ot an inunature
stoge. explains Kaulinan.

“There is very litle use of green be-
couse of the price differentil on grecn-
hiouse grown peppers,” e savs, "It
liard to justify that price unless you e
doing a stop light pack with u red, yel-
Lo, nd green pepper Wogether ona
shrink-wiapped way.”

Of the red pepper varieties, the st
widelv grown is Enza Zaden's Triple
Four, says Kaufman. A vellow variety,
Bossanova is a stiong perflonmen a3 are
Taranto and Sardana, All thiee variétics
are from Rijk Zwaan,

rowing your profits through
innovative technology.
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I'or the orange types, Sympathy from
Rijk Zwaan iz a solid choice, and if you
are going for bigger but fewer fruit, then
Iinza Laden’s Grizely is an option

The planr irself elongates more
quickly =o it is a more labor-intensive
crop,” exphins Kanfman, CBecange it is
such o large froif, you don’c ger as good
a level of uniform size and shape.”

Hrom her experience, Shaw says the
best red cultivars include Lorca (De
Runters), Torkal (e Buiter), Triple
Fonr, and Zambra {Rifk Zwaan), O
the vellow cultivies Kelvin (D Buiter),
etk (e Roirer), Bossanovi, aned
Taranto were solid performers, The
tap orange culiivars were Parmao
(10 Ruiter), Lion (Engn Sadend, and
Hoagie { Kijk Zwaan)

"I'here are many other specialty culfi
vars including choacalare, purple, white,
vy, amel Hiac, Bt | have not had the
experience with all ol them.” says Shaw,

Loads Of Lettuce

According o
kantman, the
Hibh lammoes vari-
ates that miake
e et frear ma-
Jority ol this mar-
ker can he divided up inon [ong anc
short day or summer orfand winter vari-
efres. Hex and Flindra are poodd long
day vanebes from Rijk Awaan,

Three solied long-clay varienes fromm
Munhema include Cortina, Elromn, and
Salina. U the short-day end, Kanfman
says sihid performers are Manica (Bijk
Fwaan), the just-infroduced variery
Rosetia, and another new varicoy called
Putrick, both Trom Nunhems.

The boetlom line with sroenhouse vari-
el i therr ability Lo adapland produce 3
hiwh vicld under o browd range of condi-
Lo, “Crwers don’Uwant merhetable
produce or 2 Lype il wonLdo e jubin
Lermms of qualdity or vield, They need
sonnrethiog tial s Teaible and will be a
constsient performern savs Kaulman.”

For mfonmation on Puamounl Seeds,
wu lo www.paranpunt-secds.com, To
visit the University of Florido Protected
Avriculiure Projeet Web site, go Lo .
www s ufledu/protectedag, THI

IMPecE CONNEIIT or guestions about s
wrtiele e ooty oo i@ e isie rned com,
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By Mirole Shaw and Daniel J. Cantliffe

OIS in rhe LY S, produced

R0 toms of kel peppers for

the Fresh and processed marke
durimg the 19992000 season, sadith 345,
of the LLS. progduction coming from
Florida. Florida peppers are shipped
frerm Olctovher throngh the fodlowing duly
with supplemental impaorts coming from
Mexico from December through April
Howwever, increasing valumes of impor-
cid preenhonse peppers from Canada, 15-
racl, Spain, and Tiolland are availahle
during the winrer manrhs at substantially
higher retail prices, In 1982, the Doch
mirnlueed colored preenbonsa peppecs
coy Morch Ameriea and doe to the over-
whelming acceprance by consnmears,
high returns have been stahle.

Adding Colors

While U5, and Florida peppers ara fra-
ditmally field-mronvn and harvested ar
the mature-groen stage, conaumer de-
mind for high-quality colored peppers,
competiion with other pricnerion areas,
and the upeoming Inss of methy| heomide
has Ted che mchaatey oo serionsly consider
Frvidroponic production in greenhonzes,
Thi technolomy is alieady esrablizhed
clsewhere in the world. Halland reported

Color YourWorld

Red, yellow, and vrange peppers not only add color in the
greenhouse. they can increase a grower's hottom line.

Qa0 acres of glasshouse
peppers prodaced o 999
willl 355 weres under wlusy
in Canada. There were
19,000 geres of protected
peppers Ao, Spain in 1998
and 1067 avres in Lsrael n 20008

Florida, wilh o warmer limate, ke
Spain and Tsracl, bus a major cnviron-
mental udvanape cver Holland. Inpors
For Tossil fuels naed mo conl and heat the
aroenhouse are 8 large porrinn ot the
covst of procinetion in Haolland, as well
ag the added price of lahor, macketing,
and shipping the commadity, Flarida’s
il winter <limate and proximity to
foarket gives the grower a desirable ad
wantage over the competition.

The Protected Agriculture Project of
the Horticultural Sciences Departiment
at the University of Florida
Cwoww s ol edw/pridieciedag) 15 work-
ing Lo proancde aod improse the green-
house indusiry in the Soucheastom LS,
Suilable colored pepper cultivars for
greenhouse production in Florida were
whentificd in order for Florida producers
E1 b eompetitive wirh The import market,

Seads of Ih pepper cultivars were lest-
ad Augnat 2000 through November
2002 T'he: majoricy of the coltivars
aroawvn wiere Plocky-rype frudn with thres

§

E"Eputs...high quality transplants A’E'w!
for field crops
Excaliant tor malons and cicumbers!

Ellepots are bathed in oxygen resulting in guick rooting
during prepagation or alter germination, and excallent i b
field performance. Ideal for use in mechanical planters. ™=

Buy Ellepots in the tray {many sizes available) ready 1o
use, by the hundreds, thousands or millions.

Free samples, call {800) 874-8660
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BLACKMORE COMPANY

A0A0E Alackrnore Averae: « Belleyils, BEAG1I] 0 1-B00-872-8660 « Fax 734-460-5454
Visit our Web =its ati e blackmarsco.com
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Lo fesier lobes, howeeser, he ey, Pekin had
a e elongaled shape, sioalar Lo the
shape of lamuyo-type fruil,

Total merketable vield was aceepluble
Tor all cultivars when grown e prolected
slroclure, using biological conlyal of
pests, and Barvested daring the sinler
aonths, When comparing cultivars for
Hiose with the highest vield aod feail gual-
iy characteristics with low amounls of
cullsor other disorders, the best ned werne;
Laorca, Torkal, Triple 4, and Zambra; yel-
lowe curllivars weere: Pelin, Kelvin, Neibla.
Buossanova, and Taranto; and orange culli-
wins weres Paramo, Licn. ad Boogie,
Choco, ochocolote browi variely wilh
crceptional crisp lesture and sweelness,
and Mavras, a purple vaciely witl mone
eyve appeal than favor, both produced
Tigh vields and quality Trwil tal may be
desirable for specially et production.

Crrowing profitable greenhouse pep-
pers in the Southenst LLS, s possible
vigmankel advantages over the imports
inchuding low Tossil fuel inpal, prosini-
1y toomacken, markel demand Cor high-
guality winder Droit, and the abilily Lo
produce superion yields withoul pest-
cides, thus increasing the market value
as Mpesticide-free” Labor inputs can be
reduced by uaing low-prening methods.
and deuble-cropping with other niche
products can keep the greenhonse in
production year-rowncd,

For information velated to greenhouse
production and costs for production of
peppers; go to wwwhos.ufl.edu/ 13
protectedag/publications, THf

Sherve in gt wenvicne ladagicalveiendis o the
Cisiversiiy af Flarida) alshow @oiag il edu,
Capeefafie ve chavr andd proderser af the Universiy
af Flavich's Horticolieeal Sciences Depariment;
alje i iy el ek
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