1999 ASCFG National Perennial Trials

John Dole
North Carolina State University

Now initsthird year, the ASCFG Perennid Trid includesthe 17 cultivarsplanted in 1999 and the
22 cultivars planted in 2000. We have had a couple changes in evduators so check the Participating
Grower lig for the tridler in your region.

One of the top performersin both the first and second year was Crocosmia ‘L ucifer’, dueto a
multitude of large sprays of freesalike crimson flowers. The plants were vigorous and the sems were
long. A couple of the respondents noted that the interesting seed pods could aso be used if the flowers
were not harvested.

Thetwo Hypericums, H. androsaemumand ‘Albury Purple did wdl with thar large, brightly
colored berries. These unusua cuts are something different to grow and market. However, because the
fruit mature late in the season, far north locations may not be able to get a harvestable crop in a season.

Sedum ‘Matrona’ shined agan this year with large (Some say too large) inflorescences of pink
to red flowers on surdy, red stems. The plants are vigorous and hardy. One respondent referred to this
plant, however, as ‘deer candy’.

Of the three Heleniumsin thetrid, H. kanaria scored the best with a multitude of bright yellow
daisy-type flowers and good postharvest life. H. x ‘Moerheim Beauty’ aso did wel for severa
respondents; it has coppery red flowers.

For the dried flower growers, one cultivar to try isPycanthemum muticum‘Mountain Mint’
(although some respondents also used it as a fresh cut). This versdtile, vigorous plant has great fragrant
foliage. Stems were short for some respondents this year but may be taller next year.

For those growerswho produce Kniphofia, ‘ Flamenco’ isawinner. Thisvigorousplantishighly
productive withlong stems. Unfortunately, the unusua bright orange yellow flowers are not dwaysreedily
marketed.

Eupatorium maculatum‘Carin’ haslarge sprays of smal slvery buds that open up into pink
flowers. The stems are long, strong and reddish. The smilarity of ‘Carin’ to the native Eupatorium
gpecies limits sales in some areas but the ease and vigor of this plant are exceptiond.

I nreviewing the tables and comments you might notice a couple differences. Thisyear weasked
participating growers to rate the market appreciation based on their customers - whether they were
wholesde, retall or direct to consumer. Note that rdativdy few gave wholesde raings and the results
should be interpreted accordingly. We aso asked for the cold hardiness zone and added it onto some of



the commentswhere we thought it would help. Hopeyou like the changesand | gppreciate dl the growers
who took the time to answer afew more questions.

Based on trid results, the top five performers are automaticaly nominated for the ASCFG Cut
Flower of the Year compstition. The rankings are based on the combined ratings score: market
gppreciation (average of wholesae, retail and consumer)+ repeat again + ease of cultivation. Thus, from
the 2000 trids Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’, Hypericum androsaemum, Hypericum ‘Albury Purple’, Sedum
‘Matrona’, and Helenium kanaria, are nominated as Cut Flowers of the Year and will join other
nominations from ASCFG members and from the Cut Flower of the Y ear Pandl.

Disclaimer: The numbers reported are averages of al the respondents and many factors will affect the
successof any plant pecies. Our participants are growing and harvesting the trid plantsinawide variety
of ways. For example, with annua asters some people harvest the entire plant asone bunchwhile others
harvest eech individud flowering branch, giving very different lengths and yield data. If aplant does well
for most of the respondents, it islikely todo wel for you. On the other hand, if acultivar didn’t appear to
do wel in the trid, it may dill be a great cultivar for you. Thus, we have included summaries of the
respondents comments to help interpret the data. Review thetrid results carefully. 1f a species sounds
interesting but did not appear to do wel, try it anyway. The cultivar may work well for you.

Acknowledgments: All cut flower growers should thank the perennid producersfor providing the plant
materids and the growersfor producing the plants, collecting data and submitting trid reports. Each of the
growers paid $100 for shipping expenses and agreed to provide datafor at least two years. Plant were
donated by four perennid producers and shipped the perennia plugs or dormant roots directly to the
triders. | would especidly like to compliment Betsy Hitt, Vicki Stamback, and Leash Aufill who
participated inboththe seed and perennids trids and returned evauations on dl of their trid plants. | would
asoliketo thank Betty Colemanfor typingineveryone' scomments, IngramMcCal for data analyss, and
Lesh Aufill for taking care of the Oklahoma State University portion of thetrids. In preparing the report
| have edited the participants comments for space and darity; my gpologies if I've dtered the tone or
content of anyone's comments. Thanks to everyone for making this service of ASCFG possible.
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Trial Resultsfor Year 2 of 1999 Cultivars

Pants Market appreciation Repeat  Easeof
Surviving  Yidd Stem length  rating” agan cultivation
Cultivar (%) (gemsplant)® i hea® Whole. Real Cons.  raing” raing”
Aster novi-belgii/novae angliae 97.5 5.6 29.4 7 3.0 30 20 3.0 4.0
‘Benary Composition’ (GL)
Aster laterifolorus‘Lady in Black’ (NC)  100.0 6.5 31.7 5.0 4.0 35 3.7 5.0
Astilbe x arendsii ‘Grande' (GL) 87.5 15 225 3.0 2.0 25 1.8 3.7
Chasmanthium latifolium (NC) 90.0 16.6 20.7 3.0 4.3 4.3 4.0 4.8
Chelone obliqua (HN) 73.3 6.6 22.7 25 28 30 35 4.0
Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ (HN) 67.4 4.4 325 50 50 48 50 4.6
Hypericum androsaemum (HN) 50.0 12.3 35.0 4.0 25 30 3.0 25
Kniphofia uvaria ‘Famenco' (GL) 91.7 10.0 289 3.0 36 23 3.2 4.5
Lysimachia vulgaris (HN) 75.0 7.3 13.8 50 45 40 3.3 3.3
Miscanthus sinsensis ‘Adagio’ (GS) 100.0 14.5 34.3 3.0 30 30 3.3 5.0
Monarda didyma ‘ Red Shades (GL) 92.2 8.2 27.9 2.0 33 27 2.0 3.8
Sedum ‘Matrona’ (NC) 100.0 5.8 24.2 5.0 45 40 4.3 4.8
Solidaster ‘Lemore (NC) 60.0 6.3 20.8 15 37 27 1.8 4.5
Solidaster ‘Tara (HN) 81.3 18.4 30.5 5.0 42 40 35 5.0
Thalictrum dipterocarpum (GS) 60.0 3.3 53.7 1.0 17 20 25 4.0
Thermopsis caroliniana (GS)Y 30.0 5.0 37.0 2.0 20 20 1.0 4.0
Vernonia noveborancensis (GS) 80.0 4.8 42.3 2.0 27 2.7 2.5 5.0

@ Datashown are fromthose respondentswho harvested slems. Some respondents may not have harvested stems because they weretoo short.
Flowering stems may be longer next year after plants are established.  See comments section for more details.

U1 to 5 scale, with 5 being the best.

URatings for this species should be viewed with caution as only one or two participants had enough information to provide ratings.

Trial Resultsfor Year 1 of 2000 Cultivars



Pants Market
diveaend Pants appreciation Repeat Easeof
of summer flowering  Yidd Stem length  rating” agan  cultivation
Cultivar (%) (%) (gemgplant)? (inches? W R C  rding’ raing”
Artemesia ludoviciana 'Cramers 30.8 65.0 3.75 21.9 30 23 30 25 3.3
Siver’ (CR) ]
Campanula persicifolia ‘Blue Bdl' (GL)Y 65.8 13.3 0.0 - - - - - 1.0
Campanula persicifolia ‘White Bel’ (GL) 56.7 13.3 0.0 - - - - - -
Centaurea deal bata (GS) 93.0 70.7 7.5 13.6 30 30 27 30 4.0
Centranthus ruber ‘White' (GL) 80.2 65.2 125 13.0 10 30 30 20 4.0
Digitalis mertonensis (GS) 95.0 7.1 2.3 29.0 30 30 3.0 30 3.0
Echinops ‘Arctic Glow’ (GS) 75.0 515 35 155 - 30 30 15 3.0
Eupatorium maculatum 'Carin’ (NC) 82.3 65.0 34 29.3 40 45 43 43 4.5
Helenium kanaria (HN) 66.9 57.1 7.6 29.5 50 33 40 44 4.6
Helenium x ‘Moerheim Beauty’ (NC) 99.0 89.0 6.4 25.2 40 25 35 40 4.5
Hypericum androsaemum (HN) 69.3 80.0 11.7 28.0 50 50 47 48 4.5
Hypericum ‘Albury Purple (HN) 68.7 59.4 5.1 21.0 45 40 38 438 4.8
Origanum rotundifolium ‘Light Green 44.0 30.0 5.0 7.0 10 10 30 30 3.0
Oregano’ (CR)
Phlox paniculata ‘ Purple Haze (HN) 75.6 47.3 2.1 195 50 30 33 36 3.8
Pycnanthemum muticum 84.0 56.7 34 18.2 30 20 35 37 4.5
'Mountain Mint' (CR)
Scabiosa ‘Pink Mig’ (GS) 94.4 87.5 9.8 119 10 23 28 26 4.2
Schizachyrium scoparium 100.0 100.0 19.2 19.9 - 20 33 38 5.0
"The Blues (NC)
Slene orientalis (GL) 90.0 16.7 5.0 14.0 10 10 30 40 4.0



Solidago ‘Prairie Gold’

Experimenta (GL) 98.0 66.7 4.3 221 - 20 37 38 4.0
Thalictrum aquilegifolium

‘Hybridum’ (GL) 60.4 20.8 - - - - - - -
Veronica longifolia ‘Cloudy’ (HN)” 33.3 33.3 3.0 40.0 50 50 50 50 50
Weigelia'Alexandra (NC)” 90.6 41.6 2.5 21.3 50 50 45 45 4.5

@ Datashown are fromthose respondentswho harvested ssems. Some respondents may not have harvested stems because they were too short.
Flowering stems may be longer next year after plants are established. See comments section for more details.

U1 to 5 scale, with 5 being the best. W=wholesde, R=retail, and C=consumer.

U Ratings for this species should be viewed with caution as only one or two participants had enough information to provide ratings.



Summary of comments

The number in parenthesis refers to the number of respondents who made the comment.  If no number
is present, only one person made the comment. Comments by each individud are separated witha*;’.
Note: many respondents did not make specific comments on each cultivar and in some cases,
comments have been shortened because of limited space.

1999 Perennial Cut Flower Trial Cultivars- Year 2

Aster lateriflorus 'Lady in Black’

Good Qualities: Dark foliage; Thisisthe only agter | like and that ssemsto do dl right for us;
Excdllent color - flowers did not discolor as they aged; None.

Problems. Bad branching habit, smal flowers; Better used as landscape plant, entangled messto pick,
flowers not showy;

Additional Comments: | have seen other cultivarswith smilar colors; | redly didn’t get anything
cuttable of this stuff; Excellent late season filler, productive, pest free and nice color.

Aster novi-belgii/novae angliae ‘ Benary Composition’

Good Qualties: Easy to grow (2); Color (2); Nice form; Nice stem length.

Problems. These plants just have not done well in this climate (Zone 7a), They haven't produced
anything that | thought was usable, | seem to get foliar problems that wreck it; It just does not do well
here (Zone 6b), the flowers look terrible when it blooms - probably because of the heat; Not pretty
flower, may be our heat (Zone 6b); Low demand for this flower in Aug/Sept.

Astilbe x arendsii ‘ Grande

Good Qualties: Nice adtilbe, easy from seed; None - These mugt take a long time to look good; Nice
flower.

Problems. Hard to keep them happy in this climate (Zone 7a), poor competitors against weeds, and
managing water requirements tricky; Slow grower - flowers not vigorous, why grow these when there
are good cultivars?; In full sun and not at its best; Needs shade to increase stem length, poor stem
length in shede.

Chasmanthium latifolium

Good Qualties: Large heads, durable, easy, vigorous, It's awonderful cut; Pretty when green; Easy-
to-cut clump and nest foliage texture for arrangements; Unique seed head.

Problems. We need to work on our nutrition and we will have better results from this plant; Few
stems per plant.

Additional Comments. Seeds around if you're not careful.

Chelone obliqua
Good Qualties: Late, unusud, deep green foliage, good vigor; When you give thislots of water,



which it had this year, it is beautiful and tall; Very vigorous, nice color, can be sold asapod, ganing in
popul arity.

Problems. Bloom fades quickly; Need to watch the water on this, needs plenty; None; Not at its best
in this climate (Zone 6b); flowers are burnt from heat; Blooms in August/September; Too short.
Additional Comments: | can bardly tell difference from ‘Hot Lips ; Smilar to Chelone Iyonii; Nice
flower, increasing in popularity.

Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’

Good Qualties. Strong, hedthy. Redly large ‘sprays, great color, | was surprised at how large and
tal the flower spikes were, | would say this was an excdlent selection of ‘Lucifer’; Striking - sold well
at farmers markets and with florists; Horists love this as a replacement for freesia that have gone out of
season; Excellent color, very vigorous, makes sdeable pod, very popular.

Problems. Must buy large bulbs - first year these were not very productive, but bulbs from Wadters
Gardens planted this spring produced well in first year; Must be picked for fresh cut with only one or
two florets open; must be dug and divided every 5-6 years, produces many corms.

Additional Comments. Not much could take the summer we had; Very popular as pod or fresh.

Hypericum androsaemum

Good Qualties: Good leaves, Excdlent pink berry color, vigorous bush, rust resstant.

Problems. Sow to develop berries;, Must use effective rust control program, must be propagated
from rooted cuttings or divisons dug after bresking dormancy!, increasing imports from Ecuador.
Additional Comments. This one died 100% thefirg year; Best pricing comeswith fal flush, must cut
to ground 12 weeks before desired flush date.

Kniphofia uvaria ‘ Flamenco’

Good Qualties: Easy (2); Prolific (I counted 50 stems off of one plant); Color; None; Pralific flower
and flowers are unusud; Bloomsfirst year from seed.

Problems. Hard to sdll, people just don’t know whét to do with them; | would like to try thisagain
and see if we can do better. 1t should survive here but doesn't seem to do that well; Not very sdesble
- very ugly; Just another Kniphofia- limited market apped, flowers ook “old” very quickly - ragged
look.

Additional Comments: Retall florigt ask for this often; Not a sgnificant improvement.

Lysimachia vulgaris

Good Qualties: When it blooms - nice color, good vase life; Strong, bulky, grew like mad, could be a
very aggressive spreader.

Problems. Too aggressive, sends out runners but no flowers; Failed to bloom in 2™ year! Plants
reeched 40" plus, invagive, irregular flowering; The yellow sarlike flowersfal abit in the cut stage.
Additional Comments. Because of previous year drought, plants bardly were dive in pring - no
flowers; Nice flower, when it blooms!

Miscanthus sinensis * Adagio’
Good Qualties. Easy, redly nice plant, | used foliage as well asflowers, nice Sze grass; | love it but



my customers don't; they will buy Johnson grass before this; next year I'll try just the foliage, not the
heads and seeif that works, Can cut whole plant off to harvest and will regrow; Arching dender foliage,
interesting flower stalk.

Problems. Too “grassy” - too much like wild grasses.

Additional Comments. Smilar to Miscanthus sinsensis ‘Varigatus ; Other cultivars have more
interesting foliage.

Monarda didyma ‘ Red Shades

Good Qualties: Color (2); Easy; Wedidn't cut this, It is smal and unimpressive next to ‘ Jacob Kling
or ‘' Raspberry Wine' - why bother; Herby fragrance.

Problems. Not very uniform, in form or color; Just doesn’t seem to be as vigorous as the purple -
maybe with better nutrition and some mulching it would improve; Doesn't like our hegt (Zone 6b);
Susceptible to powdery mildew, smal flowers.

Additional Comments. Smilar to Monarda didyma * Jacob Kline'; Retail florist says that keeping
qudities are poor; Postharvest: when cut with only couple petds open, will last 14 daysin cass
preservative a 80 F; Above cultivar is much better and is very mildew resigtant.

Scabiosa caucasica ‘ Fama

Good Qualties: Love the flower when it's perfect; It's a beautiful color but the Caucasica scabiosas
just won't live here longer than ayear (Zone 6b) and this oneis just too expensive for it to have to be
treated as an annual; Color, stem length, stem sturdiness, and size of blooms.

Problems. Many in perfect flowers, trouble getting plants to survive (Zone 7a), Love the plant, but |
am now prepared to say “It won't grow here.”; Some stems were weak early in season.

Additional Comments. Loved the crop - but afew seemed to develop awilt in the summer.

Sedum 'Matrona

Good Qualties: Color (2); Huge heads, tdl, easy, what a plant; These were huge - dmost too big, but
very nice.

Problems. Heads are so big they scare people, deer candy; Seems to be dow to spread where | have
it located, | may move it to higher ground this spring and seeif that helps; Too hot when flowered and
passed their pesk too fast; Slow to establish, plants will produce best if not lifted, production continues
to increase for up to 10+ years.

Additional Comments. Same species as‘ Autumn Joy’, but very different flower and stem color;
Very popular, in demand.

Solidaster 'Lemore

Good Qualties: Short ems, easy, large flower sze; Excdlent filler.

Problems. Not asvigorousas‘ Tara, gets kind of weedy looking; Disease made lower leaves
unmarketable and flower qudity lessthan ‘Tara ; Not as productive or tal as other commercid cut
flower cultivars.

Additional Comments. Similar to ‘Tara but later and less pralific; Smilar to Solidaster (Solidago)
‘Yelow Submaring, ‘Tara and to species Solidago; Solidaster just don’t seem to do well in our area
- just to hot (Zone 6b); Color faded quickly, poor stem length.



Solidaster ‘Tara

Good Qualties: Very vigorous, reblooms, big heads, nice color; Good filler for bouquets, Excellent
cut flower!; Excdlent filler, great vase life, multiple flushes, high production; Strong, tal, good color.
Problems. Getsrug, plants actualy did better first year; | don’t think it's worth growing when it is so
cheap on market; Imports from South America and California depress prices, mildew after drought
stress; None.

Additional Comments. Similar to most Solidasters; Similar to ‘Lemore’ but much better, flower is
nicer and more stems per plant; Similar to Solidaster * Y ellow Submaring and to Solidaster ‘Lemore’;
This one died the first year; Very vduable to bouquet operations - avauable staplefiller; Need more of
this one.

Thalictrum dipterocarpum

Good Qualties: Great vigor, easy, large heads; Much more vigorous 2™ year, therefore, foliage and
gems are extremely nice.

Problems. All of the ones| ended up with flowered white; colors are more exciting; Very
unimpressive flower, poor color, very poor yied.

Additional Comments. Smilar to Thalictrum delavayi and Thalictrum delavayi ‘Hewitt’s Double’;
Must pick just before flower open; to pick later reduces vase life 2-4 days, oasis preservative lasted 9
days, in plain water, lasted 7 days; All species and cultivars gppear uneconomic by the few cuttable
stems produced.

Thermopsis caroliniana
Good Qualties: None listed by respondents.
Problems. Weedy appearance.

Vernonia noveboracensis

Good Qualties: Big heads, late; Very vigorous.

Problems: | got white (which were smdler and less vigorous) and purple flowering; The native is much
better and seems to take the loca conditions better; Not as nice flower as the wild form, may do better
with less fertilizer and water; Hower color appeared “old” even though they were fresh, purple/white
center of flower aged poorly.

Additional Comments. Very vigorous, nice in garden but poor cut.

2000 Perennial Cut Flower Trial Cultivars- Year 1

Artemisia ludoviciana 'Cramers Silver’
Good Qualties. Nice herby fragrance - green/gray filler.
Problems. Don't know what to do with this plant, this must be for dried use only; Smdl plants, not



very good survivd; seeif they recover next year; Common.

Additional Comments. Recelved bare-root so hard to tell, very small root systems, did not survive a
late freeze (April), would pot them up & grow for afew weeksin the greenhouse if | had it to do over;
| will grow thisagain in adifferent area.

Campanula persicifolia ‘Blue Bdl’
Good Qualties: None listed by respondents.
Problems: No flowersyet (2); Plugs not verndized.

Campanula persicifolia ‘White Bdl’
Good Qualties: None listed by respondents.
Problems. No flowersyet (2); Plugs not verndized.

Centaurea deal bata

Good Qualties. Early May/dune flowers.

Problems. Wesk stems; Too short this year, would have many more stems per plant when they get
tdler; Low yidd in 1% year - short stem length in 1% year.

Additional Comments. Rebloomed a bit, but much shorter ssems; Needs 2+ years for good
production.

Centranthus ruber ‘White

Good Qualties. White flowers stayed white for several days once cut.
Problems. Weak stems; No flowers; Needs 2™ season before evauation.
Additional Comments. Rebloom: yes.

Digitalis mertonensis

Good Qualties: Plantslook fine - will flower next year; Excelent survival consdering full sun and high
heat intensty; Nice Bloom color - hardy plants - early blooms.

Problems. Plugs not verndized; No flowers, Poor stem length first season, few stems per plant.
Additional Comments. No flowering data yet; Only had one plant survive the summer; Very popular
but may not be economic.

Echinops *Arctic Glow’

Good Qualties: Survived the summer (Zone 7a), let’s see how they do next year; Unique gray/blue
color - nice flower shape.

Problems. Painful to handle, research technicians had afit that | was growing “thigtle’, I'll not be
surprised if there's some Round Up sabotage next spring; Didn't take the heat; Too short first year -
needs 2" season to evaluate; | await - this one tough as naild

Additional Comments. Maybe good in 2" season.

Eupatorium maculatum 'Carin’
Good Qualties: Very compact!!!, space-saving, compared to the species (usudly 6-7' tal),
manageable-sized flower heads; Vigorous, nice head Sze; Redly nice flower in firgt year; Vigorous,



good color on stem and flower, very popular.

Problems. Bee & wasp magnets, | expect these will be much better next year; | may have planted this
in too wet an area - but had decided to tredt it like native eupatorium, will see next year and if
necessary move plantsto higher ground; Needs severa yearsto establish good production.

Additional Comments. Smilar to Eupatorium macul atum Atropurpureum (2) but latter has better
flower color; Greet vase life, loved’ em at the slvery-bud stage, | pinched haf of them in late June-avg.
7 gemsif pinched, 2-3 if not.

Helenium kanaria

Good Qualties. Uniform stem length, sturdy stems, happy color!, some rebloom (though shorter
gems); Heleniums are diehards here and | redlly like that they can be potentidly treated as annuas,
Long vase life, great sem length, very popular fal/late summer filler, excellent production in latter years.
Problems. Bit of messy pollen shed after 5 daysin the vase, Postharvest: Turns water with
preservative cloudy in 1 day, not desirable cut flower; These are so easy to grow - but wind and
toppling is a huge problem - so support is required to get a sdeable crop; Can get too tdl, can flush all
at once - weed sequentia pruning to stagger bloom.

Additional Comments. Smilar to Helenium magnificum; Postharvest: Lasted 6-7 daysin Oasis
presarvative, Best vase life of dl Heleniums, gresat clear yellow color.

Helenium x ‘Moerheim Beauty’

Good Qualties: Interesting color (4); Survived wet; Perfect for early autumn arrangement. Again
heleniums are diehards and easy to grow; Good stem length, lots of production in years 3-5.

Problems. It appearsthat plants died after cutting, turned brown before any frost, we' Il see next year;
Some flowered, others just formed and rosetted, next year will be better; Postharvest: Turns water with
preservative cloudy in 1 day - not desirable cut flower; Wind + rain = toppling, support required to get
a saleable crop; Short vase life of 3-6 days, can get too tall.

Additional Comments: Y ou can get asmilar color out of Red & Gold hybrids, Smilar to Helenium
kanaria (2); Not as vigorous as the Helenium kanaria; Postharvest: Lasted 6-7 daysin Oasis
preservative.

Hypericum androsaemum

Good Qualties: Excellent red berry color (4); Clean foliage, huge plants, Good plant vigor; Excedllent
berry production, good rust resistance.

Problems. High plant casudty rate in midsummer; Hard freeze before any harvest (Zone 6b) and
unsure how far to cut plant back when collecting data - seemed too short; Must be propagated from
rooted cuttings or bare root shipped after breaking dormancy.

Additional Comments. Smilar to Hypericum *FPinky Hair’ which has darker pink berry; | assumed
the object was to wait for berries, not cut at flowering stage, berries were about perfect the first week
in October, later on, messy when squished.

Hypericum ‘Albury Purple
Good Qualties: Beautiful foliage (2); Vigorous plants - dl 18 survived; No rugt, Bronze foliage
excellent without berry, nice berry and bract; Gresat color - shape.



Problems. Japanese beetles!; Poor plant vigor; Smaller berry than Androsavemum or Flair series,
Too short.

Additional Comments. Smilar to Hypericum ‘Hair’ series, Just a smattering of flowers, Will be tdler
next year.

Origanum rotundifolium ‘Light Green Oregano’

Good Qualties. Aswith the mountain mint, these plants looked dead upon arriva but were planted
anyway, they just never came out of it; Long vase lifel Excdlent filler with nice wiry ssems but ddlicate
looking blooms; Nicefiller.

Problems. Smdl plants, not good surviva early, ones that survived did make good growth; Poor plant
establishment; New field and lots of rain caused excessive washout of some varieties before they were
fully established; Origanum does not ship well as a bare root plant, must be propagated from root
cuttings.

Additional Comments: Smilar to Origanum ‘Hopedy’s Purple’; We used it Strictly asfresh filler
though | have used it dried in past and liked it.

Phlox paniculata * Purple Haze

Good Qualties: No powdery mildew! (2); Light purple color, popular in weddings work, very mildew
resstant, shipswell, has 7-10 day vase life with Rogard RS; Color.

Problems: Weak lavender color (2); Rather wesk plants, foliage suffered from some kind of black
spot, not dl plants flowered; Did not establish well; | liked the color but people kept asking whether it
was white, purple or pink; Needs 2™ season to reach economic production; Too short.

Additional Comments. Similar to Phlox paniculata ‘Miss Violet’; They were not happy campers
this summer; Maybe next season will be better; Two weeks earlier than ‘Miss Violet', very popular
color.

Pycnanthemum muticum 'Mountain Mint'

GoodQualties: Greset foliage fragrance (4); Usable at many stages of development, vigorous, These
looked dead when they arrived but we planted anyway. We had a terrible summer with no sign of any
plants. Thisfall we ve had alot of moisture, cooler temps and when observed November 10, 15% of
the plants were dive. We expect next year they will take off and fill the bed. The 15% we have
currently look very good. | think thiswill be agood plant; | like that it grows quickly and establishes
itself even in less than perfect conditions, Very vigorous.

Problems. Wesk, sprawling stems; Prostate growth habit = poor cut quality.

Additional Comments. Severd plants did not flower; Need to grow 1 more year, to see what to do
with this plant; We used grictly as fresh and it makes an excellent filler.

Scabiosa ‘Pink Midt’

Good Qualties: Nice pink color (2); Good rebloom; Excedllent number flower stems per plant
(estimate 15-20) but too short to use; It wants to flower - from the minute the plants were recelved it
was throwing blooms.

Problems: Too short (3); Some weird buds/flowering within the foliage rosette; Arrived too late in



season to make good growth before flowering; Hopefully next year the sems will be longer and
stronger; Typicd of thistype of scabiosa- wiry semswith heavy headed blooms go down in wind and
rain (which we had lots of this year) then the stems twist and bend and are very hard to harvest/use; |
await next year.

Additional Comments. Seemed more lavender than pink; More suitable for landscape plant; They
bloomed but were very short so | didn’t harvest so they wouldn't get additionally stressed; Need 2™
year, but bet it will be too short.

Schizachyrium scoparium The Blues

Good Qualties: Interesting foliage, vertica accent; Easy, nice color, easy size to use; Nice color and
easy to pick; Nicefor filler - givesanaturd look to bouquets. Drieswell too - but dried doesn't look
any different than plain old bluestem; Too early to tell.

Problems. Horigts seemed uninterested; Determining when and how to harvest - think it' s best to cut
al a once... but how did others handleit; Too early to tell.

Additional Comments. Tough plants, no fatdities, Didn’t cut any of the perennidsin thisyearstrids
because of weether and to let them get established; | redly think thisis an incredible landscaping plant;
Needs 2™ year to evaluate.

Sleneorientalis

Good Qualties: Very easy and uniform, large head size.

Problems. No flowers this year (2); Plugs not vernaized; Plants were too smdl to flower this year.
Additional Comments. No flowering data.

Solidago ‘Prairie Gold” Experimenta

Good Qualties: Good basd branching for a solidago, no rust!; Has grest fedl, nice clean foliage.
Problems. Stemsrather short; Not quite as vigorous as | would like, some problems getting it to
survivein fidld; Needs 2" season before evauation.

Thalictrum aquilegifolium ‘ Hybridum’

Good Qualties. None listed by respondents.

Problems. Plugs not verndized; These plants had one et of true leaves when they arrived so maybe
they will do something next year; Dead; Needs 2™ season before eval uation; No flowers.

Additional Comments. No flowering data.

Veronica longifolia * Cloudy’

Good Qualties: Hushes, 2 weeks earlier than *Blauriesen’, uniform tall stlem length, mildew resgtant.
Problems. Dead; Needs two seasonsto fully establish, blueis on light blue Side - some florists prefer
adarker blue.

Additional Comments. Similar to Veronica'‘Blauriesen'; Forces very well in greenhouse after 12
weeks cooling.

Weigdia 'Alexandra
Good Qualties. Lovey burgundy foliage (3); They seem like they will be tough enough for our



climate; Good vase life.

Problems. Just a smattering of flowers, very prostrate habit; Didn’t flower this year; Too short and
seemed to flower in heat of summer due to stress; Takes 2-3 years to reach economic production,
short sem length isfirs year.

Additional Comments. Similar to ‘Wine and Roses , which is trademarked, looks about the same to
me; We didn’t cut any stemsthis year, too short and waiting for them to grow for next year.



