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North Carolina growers use a number of strategies
to control bedding plant height.  Common non-chemi-
cal strategies for height control include: cool tempera-
tures (DIF), withholding fertilizer and/or water, and
adjusting crop timing.  A more detailed discussion
about Best Management Strategies for Height Con-
trol is in NC State University Horticulture Informa-
tion Leaflet 529 (available at: http://
www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/floriculture/crop/
crop_PGR.htm).

Table 1 lists some common plant growth regula-
tors (PGRs) and rates used by North Carolina bed-
ding plant growers. The two most commonly used
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PGRs are B-Nine and Bonzi.  Growers vary in their
growing strategies and the rates used vary accord-
ingly.  Wholesale growers tend to use more active
chemicals (Bonzi and Sumagic) and higher rates.
Grower should be aware that high rates of Bonzi and
Sumagic can curtail new leaf expansion.  The residual
effects of the PGR can even last until the plant's roots
become fully established in the landscape.   Rates
may vary by location and growers should adjust to
their own conditions.  Always follow label directions.
Additional information about labeled rates is also
contained in HIL 529.
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Recommendations for the use of chemicals are included in this publication as a convenience to the reader.  The
use of brand names and any mention or listing of commercial products or services in this publication does not
imply endorsement by the North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service nor discrimination against similar

products or services not mentioned.  Individuals who use chemicals are responsible for ensuring that the intended
use complies with current regulations and conforms to the product label.  Be sure to obtain current information

about usage and examine a current product label before applying any chemical.
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