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Money At Work   
The Value of a Dollar Game - Opening Activity 

 The Value of a Dollar activity opens the door for discussion and an examination of priorities. It sets the stage for  discussing values, needs and wants, and setting SMART goals.   Here are some key points about The Value of a Dollar Game:

1. It highlights that there are an infinite number of things available to buy.
2. It reinforces that we have a limited amount of money to spend and sets the stage for the reason why we need to identify values, set goals, and prioritize.  
3. It helps participants realize that it is important to make intentional choices about how they spend their money.  Intentional spending moves us closer to our goals.  
Materials

Flip Chart prepared with squares (9 or less) that contain names of items that can be purchased with faux dollars.

· Prepare the Flip Chart in advance with items to purchase (9 squares); refer to sample layout.
· Faux dollars to distribute to a random number of participants.  Post-It notes with dollar signs can be  used as faux dollars; let each Post-It with two dollar signs represent $2000 and give each participant five (5) Post-Its for a total of $10,000 faux dollars.
· Pieces of masking tape rolled for double-sided stickiness to tape faux dollars to Flip Chart or use stick pins if you are using a cork board or similar backing. (Note: this is only necessary if using some type of faux dollars other than Post-It notes which are self-sticking.)
Procedures and Instructions to Participants

1. Distribute “money.”  Randomly pass out as many faux dollars or tokens as you wish.
2. An unexpected large sum of money - a windfall.  Ask the group to “pretend” that a rather large sum of money came their way.  You may want to assign a specific amount to this windfall.  
3. Spend your windfall.  Ask the group to spend the money as though they had no debts or obligations.  Ask those holding faux dollars or tokens  to come up and place their tokens on the section/square where they would most like to spend the money.  
· It is okay for a second or third person to place money on the same square.
4. When all the money is spent, acknowledge that the money is gone but there are still things left to buy....much like real life!
· Ask those without a token if they would have spent their money in the same way.
· Use the varying answers as a starting point for a discussion about the differences in spending habits and what we value.
· The conversation can then progress to a more meaningful discussion of the core values in life or to one about what shapes our attitudes about money.
· Page 1 -1: Transition to Personal Financial Choices, page 1 - 1 and discuss the high points: 
· Meaning of success:  Financial success means different things to different people (as we just saw with our Value of a Dollar game).
· Path to success:  Think of the road to financial success as a journey.  Your financial plan is  your road map.  Ask if anyone has taken a vacation lately, did they drive?  How did they figure out how to reach their destination (the beach, the hotel, etc)?  Some may have used maps others may have used a GPS system.  A financial plan is their financial GPS or road map.
· Individual choices: Each person wants to have the things they value in their life.  Choosing to spend your money on things you value is more satisfying.
· Independent work:  Those who want to explore their values in more depth can do the exercise on Page 1 -2.
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