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Ecosystem EnhancementEcosystem Enhancement 
ProgramProgram “EEP”“EEP” 

�� July 2003 Cooperative AgreementJuly 2003 Cooperative Agreement 
�� NCDOTNCDOT - road & bridge projects 
�� NC DENRNC DENR - stream regulators (DWQ) & restoration specialists

(WRP) 
�� US Army Corps of EngineersUS Army Corps of Engineers - waters/wetlands regulators 

�� Primary ObjectivesPrimary Objectives 
�� Local watershed planningLocal watershed planning 
�� Ecologically effectiveEcologically effective mitigationmitigation

in advance of permitted impactsin advance of permitted impacts 
�� Projects toProjects to Improve/RestoreImprove/Restore

watershed functionswatershed functions 
�� Streams, Buffers, WetlandsStreams, Buffers, Wetlands 
�� Water quality ~ Habitat ~Water quality ~ Habitat ~

Flood managementFlood management 



HighHigh--Priority C.U.sPriority C.U.s = Large Projected Impacts to 
Streams, Buffers, Wetlands 

Lower YadkinLower Yadkin –– 
upper Rockyupper Rocky 
River C.U.River C.U. 



EEP Local Watershed PlanningEEP Local Watershed PlanningTargeted Local Watersheds areTargeted Local Watersheds are 
1414--digit “Hydrologic Units”digit “Hydrologic Units” [~10[~10--100 mi100 mi22]] 

with the Need & Opportunity for Restorationwith the Need & Opportunity for Restoration 

and/or Protectionand/or Protection
 

10 additional10 additional 

Local Watershed PlanningLocal Watershed Planning 


(LWP) initiatives begun summer(LWP) initiatives begun summer 

20032003
 



From the C.U. scaleFrom the C.U. scale 
(100s of sq. mi.s)(100s of sq. mi.s) 

to Local Watershedsto Local Watersheds 
and Suband Sub--watershedswatersheds 
(1(1 –– 10 sq. miles)10 sq. miles) 



WhyWhy the Upper Rocky Riverthe Upper Rocky River 
Watersheds?Watersheds? 

�� Past and currentPast and current water quality impairmentwater quality impairment 
& habitat degradation& habitat degradation 
�� GoodGood sites for watershed restoration projectssites for watershed restoration projects 
�� GoodGood local partnershipslocal partnerships with resourcewith resource 
agencies andagencies and 
cities/countiescities/counties 
�� ProjectedProjected futurefuture 
impactsimpacts from roadfrom road 
projects and newprojects and new 
developmentdevelopment 



4 Major Elements of Local Watershed Plans4 Major Elements of Local Watershed Plans 

� Inventory & Assess Watershed ConditionsInventory & Assess Watershed Conditions 
-- What are major historical, current & futureWhat are major historical, current & future

watershed problems?watershed problems?
� Involve Stakeholders!Involve Stakeholders! 

-- What are the concerns &What are the concerns & 
priorities of local resourcepriorities of local resource
agencies, towns/counties, landagencies, towns/counties, land
trusts, residents?trusts, residents? 

� Identify SolutionsIdentify Solutions 
-- What types of watershed projects & managementWhat types of watershed projects & management

strategies will work best, and in what substrategies will work best, and in what sub--
watersheds?watersheds? 

� Implement SolutionsImplement Solutions 
-- Who has the $$ to design, construct, maintain &Who has the $$ to design, construct, maintain &

monitor the watershed projects…?monitor the watershed projects…? 



Overlapping ObjectivesOverlapping Objectives 

CommunityCommunity 
PrioritiesPriorities 

CompensatoryCompensatory 
Mitigation NeedsMitigation Needs 
amount & type of watershedamount & type of watershed 

impacts from roads, newimpacts from roads, new 
developmentdevelopment 

Habitat & WaterHabitat & Water 
Quality Protection/Quality Protection/ 
RestorationRestoration 

The BestThe Best 
WatershedWatershed 
ProjectsProjects!! 



WatershedWatershed 
ProjectsProjects includeinclude 
stream & wetlandsstream & wetlands 
restoration, bufferrestoration, buffer 
restoration &restoration & 
preservation, andpreservation, and 
storm waterstorm water 
BMPsBMPs/retrofits/retrofits 



ThanksThanks for your interestfor your interest 
and your participation!and your participation! 

http://h2o.http://h2o.enrenr.state..state.ncnc.us/.us/wrpwrp/index./index.htmhtm 


