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Program GoalsProgram Goals
Restoring, Enhancing and Protecting 
Watershed Functions Including:

•Water Quality

•Habitat (aquatic and terrestrial)

•Hydrologic Balance



Accomplishing Goals 

WetlandsWetlands

StreamsStreams Riparian BufferRiparian Buffer
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EEPEEP :: a Merging of Three Programa Merging of Three Program
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Ecosystem Enhancement Ecosystem Enhancement 
Program      Program      ComponentsComponents

Strategic Strategic 
PlanningPlanning

WatershedWatershed
Restoration Restoration 

PlansPlans

Local Local 
Watershed         Watershed         
PlanningPlanning

Ecologically Ecologically 
Effective Effective 
ProjectsProjects

Implement Implement 
ProactiveProactive

Watershed Watershed 
Improvement Improvement 

ProjectsProjects

Monitoring & Monitoring & 
ResearchResearch

Program Program 
Partnerships Partnerships 

& Grants& Grants



Local Watershed PlanningLocal Watershed Planning::
Understanding Watershed Understanding Watershed 

SymptomsSymptoms

Say Ahhh…



The “The “Right MedicineRight Medicine””
•• Stream & Wetlands RestorationStream & Wetlands Restoration

•• Riparian Buffer ImplementationRiparian Buffer Implementation

•• Best Management PracticesBest Management Practices

•• Recommendations / Strategies for Recommendations / Strategies for 
Improving & ProtectingImproving & Protecting

Water QualityWater Quality, , 

HydrologyHydrology and and 

HabitatHabitat



Focus of Local Watershed Focus of Local Watershed 
Planning: to Identify the NexusPlanning: to Identify the Nexus

Habitat & WQ Habitat & WQ 
ImprovementImprovement Account for Account for 

Future DOT Future DOT 
ImpactsImpacts

Local Local 
PrioritiesPrioritiesThe best 

projects





4 Key Ingredients4 Key Ingredients
of a of a successfulsuccessful Local Watershed PlanLocal Watershed Plan

Technical 
Assessment: 
Consultant 

Services

Local Stakeholders & 
Resource 

Professionals

Watershed 
Water Quality 

Monitoring

Local Partners to 
assist with local 
involvement & 
implementation



Potential Elements of a LWPPotential Elements of a LWP

Watershed assessmentWatershed assessment
Wetlands, stream and buffer restoration Wetlands, stream and buffer restoration 
projectsprojects
Local growth management initiativesLocal growth management initiatives
Stormwater / Ag. BMP projectsStormwater / Ag. BMP projects
Education and technical assistance Education and technical assistance 
programprogram



Why were these watersheds Why were these watersheds 
selected?selected?

Neuse River Nutrient Sensitive WatersNeuse River Nutrient Sensitive Waters
Impaired and 303(d) listed watersImpaired and 303(d) listed waters
Altered hydrology Altered hydrology 
Rapidly developing and changing land useRapidly developing and changing land use
Lack of riparian buffers Lack of riparian buffers –– Buffer FundsBuffer Funds
Opportunities for improvement Opportunities for improvement –– local interestlocal interest
Projected future DOT impactsProjected future DOT impacts
Testing new planning and coastal plain assessment Testing new planning and coastal plain assessment 
methodologies for smaller watershed areasmethodologies for smaller watershed areas



Stoney Stoney Creek Creek 
Local Watershed Local Watershed 

Planning AreaPlanning Area



Components of the      Components of the      
Technical AssessmentTechnical Assessment

Phase I:  Inventory available data & information, Phase I:  Inventory available data & information, 
stakeholder identified issues stakeholder identified issues ––
--Contractual Agreement with the DWQ Watershed Contractual Agreement with the DWQ Watershed 
Assessment TeamAssessment Team——Jim Jim BloseBlose, Kathy , Kathy PaullPaull, Jill , Jill 
PaxsonPaxson, Rob Breeding, Rob Breeding
--DWQ Info and Monitoring ApproachDWQ Info and Monitoring Approach

Watershed Characterization: Phase I ReportWatershed Characterization: Phase I Report
http://h2o.enr.state.nc.us/wrp/plans/http://h2o.enr.state.nc.us/wrp/plans/stoneyckstoneyck//

StoneyCrkfinalStoneyCrkfinal..pdfpdf



Other Components of the         
Technical Assessment:

Phase IIPhase II: Detailed Assessment: field : Detailed Assessment: field 
reconnaissance & modeling reconnaissance & modeling (includes ECU Stream (includes ECU Stream 
Assessment Tool which is being tested)Assessment Tool which is being tested)

Phase IIIPhase III: Recommendations : Recommendations 
(specific projects)(specific projects)//
ImplementationImplementation




