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Franklin County
Public Workshop for
Water Quality

June 17, 2008

Franklin County Planning Department
& Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

In partnership with Watershed Education for Communities and Officials
(WECO)
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- Why are we here tonight?
~ -

Drinking water, Habitat and resource for wildlife,
Industrial use, Regulatory Requirements,
Recreation, Flood protection, Property values
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Water quality is important!

/Threats to water quality: \ anacts of poor water quality: \
Growth & development (urban runoff, Increased stormwater flows (flooding),
sedimentation from construction), Stormwater moves pollution from land
Agriculture & forestry, Illegal to water bodies, Sedimentation,
dumping and contamination Nutrient loading (reduced oxygen,

fish kills)
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Why is the County doing this?

Franklin County is responsible for evaluating and
protecting our water resources

. Subject to Tar-Pamlico Rules

- Required by the State to reduce Nitrogen and Phosphorous in
the Tar River basin

- Evaluate water quality on an ongoing basis
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Why is the County doing this?

Water quality in the County is generally good but
under threat
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. Preserve ability to use as drinking water, recreation
source and wildlife habitat



“What is the Water Quality
Work Plan?

Planning and Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) are teaming up to find a way to best address
present and future water quality issues

. County hired WECO (from NC State) assist the County
with this process that is currently underway

- A unique opportunity for County departments to work
together (with public input) to solve a complex problem

- The end result A A plan that will help the County
develop a 5-year work plan to administer water quality
programs and enforce regulations
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Steering Committee

Members
Angela Harris Interim County Manager
Pat Young Planning Director
Max Rogers Planning Department
Bob Winters County Commissioner
Tom Gulley Chair of SWCD Board
Don Riley NRCS
Cindy Phelps SWCD
Charlie Bass SWCD

Purpose

- To guide the creation of the Water Quality Work Plan by including the
input received from the public
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“What else is the county doing for
water quality?

Various long range planning projects currently
underway:

. Update of the Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP)
- Re-examining our plans for future land use
- What should the County look like in 20277
. How should the County grow?
. What needs to be protected?

- Next meeting of the CDP Advisory Committee is:
. Tuesday, July8thj i i Ol obBI q ET "1 AOA
meeting room



““What else is the county doing for
water quality?

Various long range planning projects currently

underway:
. Cypress Creek Watershed Plan Cypress Creek
Watershed
- Received $45,000 grant to study water _J:{x?“vxﬂ
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““What else is the county doing for

water quality?

Various SWCD projects currently underway:
. NC Agricultural Cost Share Program (ACSP)

. financial incentives, technical and educational assistance,
research, and regulatory programs

- NCisaleader in the US for proactively addressing agricultural
water quality issues through the ACSP

. In Franklin County
SO faI' in 2 008: Acres Affected 491.48 Acres
Soil Saved 1,466.02 Tons
Nitrogen Saved 792 Pounds
Phosphorus Saved 1,416 Pounds
Waste-N Managed 12,655 Pounds

Waste-P Managed 38,921 Pounds



~What else Is the county doihg for

water quality?

- Various SWCD projects currently underway:

. Environmental education programs:
Enviroscape demonstrations
Sand Art Z (elementary grade children)
Environmental Field Days 7 (for 5th graders)
Poster, Essay and Public Speaking Contests
(3'd thru 8t grade)
Envirothon Competition Z (middle and high school)
Video Library
Custom environmental programs




““What else is the county doing for
water quality?

- #1 O1 OU OOACOI AOi ouse OIi 1 A
- County implements the Tar-Pamlico and Neuse Buffer rules
for new development

50 foot undisturbed buffer from all streams subject to  rule;
and

County implement the Tar-Pamlico Stormwater rule

Requires maximum loading of nitrogen and phosphorous from
new development over % acre of land disturbance
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State role

. Enforces State Sedimentation and Erosion control
requirements; and

- Enforces National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Stormwater requirements in the Neuse basin; and



