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North Carolina EEP 
Mission

To Restore, Enhance and Protect 

Watershed Functions Throughout North 

Carolina including:

ÅWater Quality

ÅHabitat (aquatic and terrestrial)

ÅHydrology



North Carolina EEP 
Implementation

ÅLWPs ð Focus on identifying projects which will 

provide the greatest benefit

ÅSite Searches:

ÅGIS-based search

ÅOther state, federal, and non-profit agencies and 

organizations

ÅSites suggested by citizens

How We Identify Sitesé
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Implementation

ÅEcologically sound

ÅLocated in an EEP Targeted Local 

Watershed

ÅPermanently protected by a conservation 

easement 

ÅConstruction access

How We Choose Sitesé
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Implementation

ÅStream restoration, enhancement and preservation

ÅWetland restoration, enhancement and preservation

ÅRiparian buffer restoration

ÅStormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs)

Implementation Toolboxé



Criteria for EEP Projects
Selecting projectsðStream 

Stream Project  Criteria:

Åaltered or degraded

Åperennial

Å50 feet buffer on EACH side of the stream

Å2000 feet in length
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Stream Restoration



Wetland Project Criteria:

ÅMapped hydric soils

ÅAltered hydrology 

ÅNatural plant community missing or 
severely altered

ÅMinimum size:
» riverine wetlands 5 acres in isolation

» non-riverine wetlands 15 acres 

in isolation

Criteria for EEP Projects
Selecting projectsðWetland
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Selecting projectsðWetlands



Buffer Project Criteria:

ÅNo existing (or highly degraded) buffer

Å50ô or more on AT LEAST ONE side 
of the stream

Criteria for EEP Projects
Selecting projectsðBuffer



Criteria for EEP Projects
Selecting projectsðBuffer



Stormwater Wetland Project Criteria:

ÅRetrofit (at existing location)

ÅStormwater retention ñpondò 

ÅLand owned by municipality, local 
government, etc.

ÅOwner agrees to do monitoring and  
maintenance for life of BMP

Criteria for EEP Projects
Selecting projectsð

Stormwater Wetland (BMP)
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Stormwater Wetland



North Carolina EEP
The Ultimate Balance

Mitigation 

Credits

Habitat, WQ and 

Hydrology 

Improvement

Community 

PrioritiesThe best projects
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Planning and Restoring

Contact Information:

ÅPlanning Rob.Breeding@ncmail.net

ÅImplementation Michi.Vojta@ncmail.net

Website:  http://www.nceep.net

mailto:Rob.Breeding@ncmail.net
mailto:Michi.Vojta@ncmail.net
http://www.nceep.net/
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Planning and Restoring

Questions?


