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The New Hanover Local Watershed Group 
met on October 12.  Participants updated 
each other on watershed projects and news. 

 Regarding the Mineral Springs 
Branch, EEP is circulating a conceptual 
plan for wetlands in and around the For­
est Hill Apartments, to help reduce 
storm water impacts adjacent to the 
stream restoration.  At the location 
where the stream restoration is to occur, 
Burnt Mill Creek was over its banks after 
the heavy rains. 

Flooding was bad after the recent rains– 
there were several sewage overflows. 

New Hanover SWCD:  They recently 
signed an agreement with EEP to identify 
and evaluate potential restoration sites, 
develop BMP lans, and educate landown­
ers on easements. 

NHSWCD also is participating in the 
NC Community Conservation Cost 
Share Program, a new program for 
helping landowners install BMPs.  They 
are seeking funding through the legisla­
ture and grants. 

  educational programs and clean­
ups in Smith Creek and at the Kerr Ave. 
wetland.  The wetland weathered re­

There have been some gripes from 
neighbors about mosquitoes at the Wal­
lace Park wetland– there is a request for 
city to help control (through “dunks”). 

UNC-W would like to buy the former 
The city can help with 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Jason Wright provided the group with the 
updates on the BMP sites under investigation. 

Stonesthrow Townhomes:  The HOA president 
hopes the project will help alleviate flooding 
such as what they experienced recently. 
need to be careful to be clear that these pro­
jects will not reduce flooding from extreme 
events. 

Some constraints of the site include: 

Transformer on the site limits the drain­
age area for treatment to 5 acres. 

There is not much slope between the 
upstream retention basin and the BMP. 

The soils are a bit sandier than pre­
ferred for wetland. 

There are options for working around these 
obstacles– the BMP may be a hybrid be­
tween a wetland and a bioretention area, 
with plants that can handle dry and wet 
spells.  The group agreed that the Stones-
throw BMP should be constructed in early 
2006 for optimal planting conditions. 

The McMillan Oaks wet pond nearby may 
have a potential for retro-fitting for a litto­
ral shelf, and the property owner is inter­
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the inlets that lead to the Kerr Ave wet­

Birch Creek Week:  Tom Tewey worked 
with his homeowners association to host 
a week of educational activities about 
water quality in Sept.  They were assisted 
by the City of Wilmington, New Hano­
ver County SWCD, NCSU, and Cape 
Fear River Watch. 

New Hanover County Watershed Man­
agement Advisory Board: The board 
goals include developing  watershed pro­
files for all watersheds in county, identi­
fying BMPs, and  identifying riparian 
areas for purchase or conservation ease-

(Continued from page 1) ments, with a focus on Smith Creek since 
the best greenways opportunities occur 
there.  

Laney High School BMP:  A .25 acre 
wetland was constructed behind the high 
school and planted with >40 types of 

  After Hurricane Ophelia some 

all there is good vegetative establish­

Remote Data Systems is donating moni­
toring equipment to test on the Laney HS 
site.   Student involvement is being 
sought (Shelly Miller mentioned Laney 
HS has a new envirothon team) 
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 The group urged NCSU staff to contact 
the owners ASAP since they were likely to 
reconstruct soon. 

Jason obtained the owner’s contact 
information and Christy contacted them 
about opportunities to partner on the grant. 
The marketing director indicated that they 
were beginning construction and would not 
be able to delay or change the designs.  
they are entering the holiday rush and con­
struction, they asked to defer the conversa­
tion until early 2006. 

Kerr Ave/Cinema Drive site:  Paul Nelson, a Cape 
Fear River Watch Board Member, spoke with 
Mr. Sneedon, who owns this property.  He is 
redeveloping the site and incorporating BMPs, 
so does not believe there is a role for participa­
tion in the grant project.  He did say he was 
willing to meet with the project team to hear 
them out The group agreed it would be beneficial 
to meet with him, for educational outreach purposes. 

: Jason presented two options for the 
site- 

Rain garden on back side:  
feasible place, since stormwater is piped in 
the front of the building. 

Pervious pavement where current gravel 
parking is located 

The Director would like a letter about the pro­
ject to present to the maintenance crew before 
we proceed with speaking to the Board. 

Port City Java:  The site was mentioned since 
the Market St. site that burned down recently 
is adjacent to Burnt Mill Creek and could pro­
vide retro-fit opportunities.  Ideas included a 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Based on the group’s discussion in June, the 
following goals & objectives for the education/ 

Goal: Improving water quality and stream 
habitat in Burnt Mill Creek 

Education Objectives: 

Make land development-water quality link 

Make connection of stormwater to fish/ 

Educate about habitat & aesthetic benefits 

Install tangible number of backyard BMPs 

The group discussed two proposed community 
for education/outreach efforts.   

The southwestern area of the watershed is 
mostly paved and piped, leaving little opportu­
nity for large scale BMP implementation.  
Given the lack of land availability, work with 
residents to install low-cost rain barrels  

Participants agreed that this is an area where 
education/involvement would be helpful. 
There was concern that a rain barrel campaign 
might not be effective though, since it would 
really only target gardeners.   Recent flooding 
may have put water concerns on residents’ 
minds, however care should be exercised in 
not promising an end to flooding. 

“Give them a choice!”  The group agreed that a 
better way to proceed is to hold a public work­
shop to hear about residents’ drainage prob­
lems, educate about potential stormwater solu­
tions, and involve residents in locating projects 
in the community.  This is called a “design cha­
rette”, and has been practiced by NCSU in 
other coastal neighborhoods. 

Some suggestions for involving the community 
includes contacting people involved with 
Gregory Elementary, area churches, the Mar­
tin Luther King Center (run by the city), and 

the boxing center. 

Chris O’Keefe’s colleague lives in the area and 
could be a good contact.  Some residents from 
the area also participated in public meetings as 
EEP was beginning the watershed planning 
process, and could be contacted again. 

The Cherry St., Peachtree Dr., Audubon Drive 
area was suggested as a targeted neighborhood for 
the installation of backyard raingardens.   

 Some potential contacts/participants include: 

A gentleman with drainage problems in 
the area (spoke with C. O’Keefe) 

J. Butler has a contact there 

Associations to see if there is an active 
HOA in area.  Partnerships with HOAs 
provide a good avenue.  
have a list of HOAs compiled by water­
shed soon (thanks to the hard work of 
students). 

Management companies and landscaping 
companies deal with landscaping and 
drainage, and would be good to work 
with. 

Tagging on to neighborhood “block par­
ties” could get you into a neighborhood 

Bill Murray spoke with WECT channel 6, 
and they may be interested in featuring a 
“backyard raingarden makeover”. 

WECO staff will begin contacting people in 
the communities to ask how best to proceed 
with these workshops. 
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off a successful Birch Creek Week (Living 

Watershed)! Residents participated in a 

educational presentations, guided nature 
walks and field trips, and a cookout. 
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Kudos!! 
to the Birch Creek Homeowners Associa­
tion, including Tom Tewey, for pulling 

Along Downey Branch in the Burnt Mill Creek 

week-long series of events, including 


