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"RISE TO NEW HEIGHTS"
2008 Annual Meeting Educational Tours

Tour of Blue Ridge Food Ventures

Blue Ridge Food Ventures (BRFV), an initiative of Advantage West Economic Development Group and 
the North Carolina Department of Agriculture, is a shared-use, value-added food processing center 
centrally located in Asheville to serve food entrepreneurs throughout western North Carolina. It provides 
services to those wishing to start or grow small businesses in the food industry, to local farmers who wish 
to add value to their products through processing, and to caterers and bakers needing a certified kitchen. 
This regional "kitchen incubator," a first for North Carolina, joins others throughout the U.S. in spurring 
the development of small businesses, promoting local agriculture and creating jobs.

COST: 10.00

Tour of NC State Research Station in Fletcher 

Take an outdoor wagon ride and learn first hand about the research taking place in apple, tomato, herb 
and ornamental crop production. Project leaders or their technicians will facilitate an overview of the 
work being done at each site visited - orchard, field, garden, etc. - and explain how their research will 
eventually affect product quality and selection as well as the consumer's pocketbooks. Each instructional 
segment of the tour will last approximately 15 minutes. FCS Agents will be encouraged to contribute 
insight, pose questions and share comments.

COST: 10.00

Indian Village

This village is an authentic replica of an 18th century Cherokee community. Cherokee guides explain the 
history, culture and life-style of their ancestors. Watch Cherokee craftsmen demonstrate their skill in 
making arrowheads, baskets, blowguns, beaded belts, ceremonial masks, dugout canoes, pottery, and 
wood carvings. You'll also enjoy the replica of a 7-sided Council House and typical Cherokee homes as 
they were 250 years ago. Adjacent to the Village is the mile-long Nature Trail that provides visitors the 
opportunity to walk through the woods and see a variety of trees, plants and flowers indigenous to the 
western North Carolina area.

COST: Adult $20.00
 Child $10.00
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Museum of the Cherokee Indian

"To perpetuate the history, culture, and stories of the Cherokee people"

To accomplish this mission, the museum maintains a permanent exhibit, extensive artifact collection, 
archives, education programs, artist series, and a gift shop. The museum also publishes the Journal of 
Cherokee Studies.

The Museum of the Cherokee Indian opened in 1948 and moved to its present facility in 1976. Its exhibit 
was totally renovated in 1998, when a new 12,000 square foot exhibit was installed. The museum is a 
non-profit organization with 501(c)3 status, and it operates self-sufficiently based on admissions revenue 
and gift shop sales.

COST: $15.00

Both groups may visit the Qualla Craft Cooperative. We will have a quick history lesson and explanation 
of how the Co-op operates. Visitors will be given time to visit and shop.

Let's Go Downtown: The Revitalization of Downtown Waynesville 

This workshop/tour will help you as an FCS agent understand the role you can help play in Community
Development, specifically downtown revitalization. Buffy Phillips Messer, Executive Director of the 
downtown Waynesville Association will share the history, the process, the do's & don't's, and the 
economic importance of Waynesville's successful downtown revitalization project.

The mission of the Downtown Waynesville Association is to undertake revitalization activities within the 
Service District and downtown area based on the guidelines of the North Carolina and National Main 
Street Programs, while preserving and sustaining the social, cultural, economic and historic role of the 
downtown as the center of the Waynesville community.

COST: FREE

Tour of NC Arboretum

The Arboretum focuses on the education, economic development, research, conservation, and garden 
demonstration with respect to landscape, architecture, and plant sciences. 

The 434-acre site is nestled in one of the most beautiful natural settings in the United States. Mountain 
peaks bound the property's visual perimeters and 1.8 miles of the Bent Creek stream run through the 
center of the Arboretum. Enjoy a guided tour through the Heritage, Mountain Spring, Bonsai, Quilt and 
Plants of Promise Gardens. 

COST: $15.00


