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NC Cooperative Extension 

NC Cooperative Extension in New Hanover County is the outreach arm of     
NC State University and NC A&T University in partnership with New Han-
over County Government.  Cooperative Extension provides reliable re-
search-based information & educational programs in the areas of horticul-
ture for home gardeners and businesses,  youth development, food and 

nutrition, horticulture therapy and environmental issues.  

 

The Gardens 

During the late 70’s, New Hanover County Cooperative Extension recog-
nized the need to expand their programming to meet the growing demands 

in urban horticultural education.  In February 1984, $200,000.00 was 
appropriated to build an Arboretum at the former site of Bradley Creek 
Elementary School.  J. C. Raulston, professor of Horticulture at NC State 
University, provided guidance for the new Arboretum.  With the help of 
many dedicated volunteers, the NHC Arboretum was dedicated on October 

5, 1989.   

The Arboretum is a 7 acre facility where residents can see a variety of 
plants that grow in our coastal area. NC Cooperative Extension staff and 

many volunteers work to make the gardens beautiful and educational.  We 
invite you to explore the grounds from 8:00 AM until sunset, seven 

days a week.    

 
 

Hutaff Visitor’s Center 
Monday-Friday 8:00AM-5:00PM 

Plant Clinic: If you have a gardening question, call or stop by and speak 

to a Master Gardener Volunteer. (910) 798-7679 or 7680 10:00 AM-

4:00PM Monday-Friday  

Arboretum Gift Shop: Find gardening tools, books and unique gifts for 

any occasion.  The shop is staffed by our volunteers. 10:00AM-4:00PM 

Monday-Friday 

 

Arboretum Membership & Garden Rental 

Inquire about becoming a member of the Friends of the Arboretum to re-

ceive discounts from local merchants and special events.  

For weddings or other events call (910)798-7660   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Staff & Department 
 Offices  open  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

 Monday - Friday 
Phone: (910)798-7660 

  

 Al Hight          County Extension Director 

 Susan Brown  Consumer Horticulture Agent 

                Master Gardener Coordinator  

 Sabrina Woofter  Environmental Natural   

     Resource Agent 

 Erin Carey   Extension Associate (NC Stormwater) 

 Leslie Dill  4-H Agent 

       Mark Weekley  Horticulture Technician 

 Bill Carapezza  Grounds Maintenance 

 Heather Kelejian Ability Garden Coordinator 

 Nicolle Nicolle  Horticultural Technician 

 Rose Cox  Horticultural Maintenance 

 Amy Mead  Volunteer Coordinator 

 Danyce Dicks  COSS Support Specialist   

 Roben Jarrett  COSS Administrative Asst. 

 Jannis Cullins  Plant Clinic  Support 

 Marge Porrazzo  Receptionist    8-1  A.M. 

 Aiden Kenny  Receptionist    1-5  P.M.  
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